LWSO 201-01
Introduction to Law and Society
Fall 2016
T/TR 09:30 —10:45
ICT 122

Instructor: Dr. Ted McCoy
Office Location: SS910 (Sociology Department)
Office Phone: 403-771-6467

E-Mail: ejmccoy@ucalgary.ca
Office Hours:  Wednesday 12:00 —1:00
Twitter: @LWSO_UofC

Course Description

The course isdesignedto give students anintroduction to the study of law in society. Itis
divided intothree main parts. First, we willlook at the ideological foundations of law in history
and philosophy. Second, we will use this context to examinethe law in practice in Canadian
society. Finally, the course considers different theoreticalapproaches to the law, including
Marxism, feminism, critical legal studies and critical race theory.

Objectives of the Course

By the end of the course students should be able to critically evaluate legal, philosophical, and
theoretical texts and avariety of other materials. Students willalso become more comfortable
discussing the ways in which the law, politics, and society influence each otherand how the law
in Canada and otherliberal democraciesis made and reformed overtime.

Textbooks and Readings:

Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France, edited by J.G.A. Pocock (Indianapolis:
Hackett Publishing, 1987) [originally published 1790] —required.

John Locke, Second Treatise of Government, edited by C.B. Macpherson (Indianapolis: Hackett
Publishing, 1980) [originally published 1690] — required.

Note that the texts by Burke and Locke are also available forfree onlinein many different
formats.


mailto:ejmccoy@ucalgary.ca

Assignments and Evaluation

Assignment (Locke and Burke Response) 30%
Midterm 30%
Final Exam 40%

Exam and Assighment Dates

Assignment: October4

Midterm: October 18

Final Exam: scheduled by the registrar’s office

Assignment: Locke and Burke Written Response

This assignmentwill involve critical responses to the assigned readings by John Locke and
Edmund Burke. Context, direction, and guidance on both texts will be providedin the first
lectures of the semester.

Students will respond to an assigned set of questions provided by the instructor on
Desire2Learn.

Students will submit assignments through the D2Ldropbox by midnight onthe due date.

Late assignments are subject to a penalty of one half letter grade perday. There are no
extensions offered without supporting documentation of medical or family emergency.

NOTES:

1. Grade Reappraisal: Within two weeks of the date the exam/assignmentisreturned,
students seeking reappraisal of examinations or assignments must submit awritten responseto
the instructorexplaining the basis forreconsideration of one’s mark. The instructor will
reconsiderthe grade assigned and will then book atime with the studentto discuss hisorher
work and rationale. It should be noted thata reconsidered mark may be raised, lowered, or
remain the same.

2. The main Sociology Department office does not deal with any course -related matters.
Please speak directly toyourinstructor.

3. Academic Misconduct: Please referto the website listed below forinformation on
University of Calgary policies on Plagiarism/Cheating/Other Academic Misconduct:
http://www.ucalgary.ca/pubs/calendar/current/k-2-1.html

4. Protection of Privacy: The Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy (FOIPP)
legislation does notallow students to retrieve any course material from public places. Anything
that requires handing back will be returned directly during class or office hours. “If students are



unable to pick up theirassignments from the instructor, they provide the instructor with a
stamped, self-addressed envelope to be used forthe return of the assignment."

5. Deferrals: If possible, please provide advance notice to the instructorif you are unable
to write an exam or complete/turn-in assignments on time. All requests for deferral of a course
componentdue to health reasons must be accompanied by written documentation as outlined
inthe University Calendarand should be obtained whilethe student has the healthissuerather
than afterrecovery. Deferrals will be allowed in the following circumstances: illness, domestic
affliction orreligious conviction. Travel arrangements and misreading of the syllabus are not
validreasons forrequestinga deferral. Deferrals willnot be granted ifitis determined that just
cause is notshown by the student. If you have missed atestfor a legitimate reason, the
instructor can require youtowrite a “make up” test as close intime tothe original testas
possible orcan choose to transferthe percentage weightto anothercourse component. If the
instructorschedules a “make up” test foryou, its date and location will be at the convenience of
the Department of Sociology. Deferred Final Exam Form: Please note that requeststo defera
Registrarscheduled final exam are dealt with through the Registrar’s Office. Furtherinformation
aboutdeadlines, and where paperwork should be taken, is available on the form, which can be
found at: https://www.ucalgary.ca/registrar/student-forms

Deferred Term Work Form: Deferral of term work past the end of a termalso requiresaform to
befilled out. It's available at
https://www.ucalgary.ca/registrar/files/registrar/deferred termwork15 O.pdf

Once an extension date has been agreed between instructorand student, the form should be
taken to the Faculty of Arts Program Information Centre (SS 110) for approval by an Associate
Dean (Students).

6. Student Representation: The 2015-16 Students’ Union VP Academic’sis AlicialLunz, her
email is: suvpext@ucalgary.ca. The Faculty of Arts has four SU representatives who may be
contacted at any of the following emailaddresses: artsl@ucalgary.ca, arts2@ucalgary.ca,
arts3@ucalgary.ca, and arts4@ucalgary.ca. You may also wish to contact the Student
Ombudsperson for help with avariety of University-related matters:
http://www.ucalgary.ca/provost/students/ombuds/role

7. Emergency Evacuation: Inthe case of fire or other emergency evacuation of this
classroom, please proceed tothe assembly point at the Social Science Food Court. Please check
these assembly point locations foryourotherclasses at:
http://www.ucalgary.ca/emergencyplan/assemblypoints

8. Academic Accommodation Students seeking an accommodation based on disability or
medical concerns should contact Student Accessibility Services; SAS will process the request and
issue letters of accommodationtoinstructors. Foradditionalinformation on supportservices
and accommodations for students with disabilities, visit www.ucalgary.ca/access/.

Students whorequire anaccommodationin relationtotheircoursework based on a protected
ground otherthan disability should communicate this need in writing to their Instructor.

The full policy on Student Accommodationsis available

at http://www.ucalgary.ca/policies/files/policies/student-accommodation-policy 0.pdf
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9. All written assignments (including, although to alesser extent, written exam responses)
will be assessed at least partly on writing skills. Writing skills include not only surface
correctness (grammar, punctuation, sentence structure, etc) butalso general clarity and
organization. Research papers must be properly documented.

If you need help with yourwriting, you may use the Writing Centre. Visitthe website formore
details: http://www.ucalgary.ca/ssc/writing-support

10. Grading System The following grading systemis used in the Faculty of Arts:

Grading Scale

A+ 96-100
A 90-95.99
A- 85-89.99
B+ 80-84.99
B 75-79.99
B- 70-74.99
C+ 65-69.99
C 60-64.99
C- 55-59.99
D+ 53-54.99
D 50-52.99
F 0-49

Where a grade ona particularassignmentis expressed as aletter grade, it will normally be
convertedtoa numberusingthe midpoint of the scale. Thatis, A- would be convertedto 87.5
for calculation purposes. Fwill be convertedto zero.

11. Policy for Late Assignments Assignments submitted afterthe start of class onthe due
date will be penalized with the loss of afull lettergrade (e.g.: A-to B-) foreach day late. This
includes weekends.

12. Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act This course is conducted in
accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FOIP). Asone
consequence, students should identify themselves on all written work by using their ID number.
Alsoyou will be required to provide a piece of picture identificationin orderto pick up an
assignmentorlook at a final exam. For more information see also
http://www.ucalgary.ca/secretariat/privacy.

13. Plagiarism Using any source whatsoever without clearly documentingitis aserious
academicoffense. Consequencesinclude failure onthe assignment, failure in the course and
possibly suspension or expulsion from the university.

You must document notonly direct quotations but also paraphrases and ideas where they
appearin yourtext. Areference listatthe endisinsufficient byitself. Readers must be able to
tell exactly where yourwords and ideas end and other people’s words and ideas begin. This
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includes assignments submitted in non-traditional formats such as Web pages or visual media,
and material taken from such sources.

Please consultyourinstructororthe Writing Centre (efwr.ucalgary.ca) if you have any questions
regarding how to document sources.

14. Academic Misconduct For information on academic misconduct and the consequences
thereof please seethe current University of Calgary Calendaratthe following link;
http://www.ucalgary.ca/pubs/calendar/current/k.html
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