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UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY 
FACULTY OF ARTS 

DEPARTMENT OF CLASSICS AND RELIGION 
 

COURSE OUTLINE – Winter 2018 
 

 
 

Required Text(s):  
 The Western Medical Tradition 800 BC to 1800 AD, eds. L. I. Conrad, M. Never &  

V. Nutton (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995) 
 Medicine Transformed. Health, Disease and Society in Europe 1800-1930, ed.  

D. Brunton (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2004) 
 Medicine, Life and Function: Experimental Strategies and Medical Modernity at the Inter-

section of Pathology and Physiology, by Frank W. Stahnisch (Bochum, Freiburg: Pro-
jektverlag, 2012) 

 The required readings are extremely important; students will be asked questions about 
them during the course and in the small-group sessions.  

 
Course Description: This course (part two) is a survey of the history of medicine and health care, 
particularly in Western societies (Europe and North America), from antiquity to the present.  Its 
general organization focuses on major topics rather than being chronologically based.  Particular 
consideration will be given to the social and cultural history of mental health and psychiatry. 
 
Online elements for this course: Some course readings will be available online 
 
Core Competencies:  

♦ to sketch in thematic blocks main subject lines pertinent to the evolution and status of 
modern medicine and health care in its cultural contexts; 
 
♦ to examine the ways in which the body, health and disease were conceptualized in the 
past, and to situate the major shifts in medical knowledge and healing practice in the context 
of broader historical changes in Western societies; 
 

Course GRST 601.xx GRADUATE SEMINAR:  History of Medicine and Health Care:  
A social and cultural history of mental health and psychiatry since the Classical 
period 

Time Monday 12:30-13:20 & Thursday 17:30-19:20 (outside med. exam periods; 
Mon, 1405A & Thur, G500) (small-group sessions during med. exam periods: 
TRW-3, Nightingale Rm.) HSC – Health Sciences Centre / 1405A –on the first 
floor/G500 is on the ground floor – occasionally overflow theatres are used 

Instructor Dr Frank W. Stahnisch 
Office Hours Monday 11:00-12:00 or by appointment 
Office 3E41 (TRW Building) 
E-mail fwstahni@ucalgary.ca 
Telephone 403-210-6290 
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♦ to examine the changing role of “the healer” and the “patient” over time and in differing 
cultural and social contexts; 
 

♦ to track the development of some of the major institutional and societal frameworks of 
medicine and health care – embodied in areas of medical education, life science research, 
hospital design and health care provision; 
 

         ♦ to analyze the ways in which human societies and their healers interacted in the face of     
         medical challenges, both in differing times and parallel cultural evolutions.  
 
Course Requirements: 
Date Assessment Weight (%) Required 

pass/fail 
Every class Participation 20%  
TBA Critical Responses 10%  
TBA 2 Topical Presentations 30%  
Thurs., February 15, 
2018 

Research Essay 1 (4,000 words, 
excl. endnotes) 

20%  

Thurs., April 12, 
2018 

Research Essay 2 (4,000 words, 
excl. endnotes) 

20%  
 

Grading 
A letter grade will be assigned to each component of the course according to the University’s 
Graduate Studies Calendar 2017-2018: 
 
A+ 4.0 Outstanding 
A 4.0 Excellent – superior performance showing comprehensive understanding of the 

subject matter 
A- 3.7 Very good performance 
B+ 3.3 Good performance 
B 3.0 Satisfactory performance Note: The grade point value (3.0) associated with this 

grade is the minimum acceptable average that a graduate student must maintain 
throughout the program as computed at the end of each registration anniversary 
year of the program. 

B- 2.7 Minimum pass for students in the Faculty of Graduate Studies Note: A student who 
receives a B- or lower in two or more courses will be required to withdraw 
regardless of their grade point average unless the program recommends otherwise. 
Individual programs may require a higher minimum passing grade. 

C+ 2.3 All grades below B- are indicative of failure at the graduate level and cannot be 
counted toward Faculty of Graduate Studies course requirements. A student who 
receives a grade of F will normally be required to withdraw unless the program 
recommends otherwise. 

C 2.0  
C- 1.7  
D+ 1.3  
D 1.0  
F 0.0  
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 N.B. All written assignments will be graded with regard to both form and content. 
 

Policy with regard to missed assignments/assessments: All dates are firm. Without acceptable 
documentation (i.e. medical certificate, police report, bereavement notice, confirmation of reli-
gious observance, or court summons), missed assessments will be awarded as 'F'. This policy is 
intended to encourage diligence and integrity among students as well as to uphold principles of 
fairness and equality with respect to other students in the class. 
 
Expectations for student conduct in this course: You are expected to show consideration and 
respect for your fellow-classmates and instructor, to come to class with course reading done and to 
participate fully in class discussions each week. 
 
Electronic Device Policy: Please show respect towards your classmates and instructor with regard 
to electronic devices by keeping your phone on silent during the class and using laptop computers 
(or other note-taking devices) only for the purposes of taking notes, following along with class-
room demonstrations, or for other course-related purposes. Those who cause a distraction by using 
them for other purposes will have this privilege withdrawn. No electronic recording of lectures is 
allowed. 
 
Syllabus: 
A complete syllabus will be made available the first week of class. 
 
References and Bibliography: 
Please use the AUTHOR-DATE citation style as set out in the most recent edition of the Chicago 
Manual of Style. You can find a quick guide 
here: http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html.  
 
Academic Honesty 
Plagiarism is not tolerated at the University of Calgary and has serious consequences. Your es-
says/presentations must be your own work and inadequate referencing may be seen as plagiarism. 
Please see the relevant sections on Academic Misconduct in the current University Calendar (sec-
tion K, which can be found here: http://www.ucalgary.ca/pubs/calendar/current/k.html.) If you 
have questions about correct referencing, please consult your instructor or librarian staff. 
 
Student Accommodations 
 
The student accommodation policy can be found at: ucalgary.ca/access/accommodations/policy. 
 
Students needing an Accommodation because of a Disability or medical condition should com-
municate this need to Student Accessibility Services in accordance with the Procedure for Ac-
commodations for Students with Disabilities ucalgary.ca/policies/files/policies/student-
accommodation-policy. 
 
Students needing an Accommodation based on a Protected Ground other than Disability, should 
communicate this need, preferably in writing, to the course instructor.  
 
 

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
http://www.ucalgary.ca/pubs/calendar/current/k.html
http://www.ucalgary.ca/access/accommodations/policy
http://www.ucalgary.ca/policies/files/policies/student-accommodation-policy.pdf
http://www.ucalgary.ca/policies/files/policies/student-accommodation-policy.pdf
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Desire 2 Learn (D2L) Help 
Go to http://elearn.ucalgary.ca/desire2learn/home/students for Student Help and FAQ’s about 
D2L. Troubleshooting tips and a tutorial are also available on this website.   
 
Freedom of Information and Privacy 
This course is conducted in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act (FOIPP): http://www.ucalgary.ca/secretariat/privacy  
 
The Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act indicates that assignments given by 
you to your course instructor will remain confidential unless otherwise stated before submis-
sion.  The assignment cannot be returned to anyone else without your express permission. Similar-
ly, any information about yourself that you share with your course instructor will not be given to 
anyone else without your permission. As one consequence, students should identify themselves on 
all written work by placing their name on the front page and their ID number on each subsequent 
page. 
 
Graduate Student Association Ombudsperson 
The Student Ombuds Office provides independent, impartial and confidential support for students 
who require assistance and advice in addressing issues and concerns related to their academic ca-
reers. See www.ucalgary.ca/provost/students/ombuds for more information. 
 
Emergency Evacuation Assembly Point 
In case of an emergency evacuation during class, students must gather at the designated assembly 
point nearest to the classroom. The list of assembly points is found 
at www.ucalgary.ca/emergencyplan/assemblypoints. Please check this website and not the nearest 
assembly point for this course. 
 
Safewalk 
The Safewalk program provides volunteers to walk students safely to their destination anywhere 
on campus (including McMahon Stadium, Health Sciences, Student Family Housing, the Alberta 
Children's Hospital and the University LRT station). This service is free and available to students, 
staff and campus visitors 24 hrs/day, 365 days a year. Call 403-220-5333 or use one of the Help 
phones located throughout campus to request a walk. 
 

 
 

http://elearn.ucalgary.ca/desire2learn/home/students
http://www.ucalgary.ca/secretariat/privacy
http://www.ucalgary.ca/provost/students/ombuds
http://www.ucalgary.ca/emergencyplan/assemblypoints

	DEPARTMENT OF CLASSICS AND RELIGION

