
 

1 
 

UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY 
FACULTY OF ARTS 

DEPARTMENT OF CLASSICS AND RELIGION 
 

COURSE OUTLINE – Winter 2018  
 
 
 

 
Required Text(s):  Bullivant and Ruse, Oxford Handbook of Atheism, (Oxford: OUP, 2013) 
 
Optional Text(s): Further readings may be required and will be made available at student expense 
or through the D2L site for the course 
 
Course Description: An examination of the co-development of atheist views in western religious 
thought with their theistic counterparts.  Particular arguments and developments in modern and 
recent philosophical discussions will be considered with a view to how they informed and con-
tinue to inform contemporary religious and philosophical debate. 
 
Online elements for this course: 
Some resources will be posted on D2L. However, please note that lecture notes/Powerpoint slides 
will not be posted on D2L. It is your responsibility to attend lectures and make notes. See elec-
tronic device policy below 
 
Core Competencies:  Committed and hardworking students in this course will have the oppor-
tunity to reflect on the central issues in the development of atheism and its co-history with theism. 
Students will gain greater understanding of these debates while gaining skills in critical thought, 
analysis, verbal and written expression and a deeper awareness of how this debate has and contin-
ues to inform contemporary religious thought. 
 
 
Course Requirements: 
Date Assessment Weight (%) 
28 February Mid-term exam 30 
4, 6 April Take Home exams 40 
weekly In-class discussion 

groups/exercises 
30 

 

 
Grading 
A numerical mark will be given for each course requirement. A letter grade will be assigned on 
the following number and letter grade scheme, usually used within the Department of Classics 
and Religion: 
 
 

 

Course Religious Studies 338 -  Atheism 
Time MWF 10:00-10:50, MFH 164 
Instructor Dr Tinu Ruparell 
Office Hours M 11:00-12:00 or by appointment 
Office SS530 
E-mail Ruparell@ucalgary.ca 
Telephone 220-7069 
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  A+ 100 - 96 A 95 - 90 A- 89 - 85 
B+  84 - 80 B 79 - 75 B- 74 - 70 
C+  69 - 65 C 64 - 60 C- 59 - 55 
D+  54 - 53   D 52-50 F Under 50 

 
 N.B. All written assignments will be graded with regard to both form and content. 
 
Policy with regard to missed assignments/assessments 
 
In-class assessment dates are firm.  Without acceptable documentation (i.e. medical certifi-
cate, police report, bereavement notice, confirmation of religious observance, or court sum-
mons) or without PRIOR arrangement with the instructor, missed assessments will be 
awarded an ‘F’. No excuses other that those listed above will be considered. Three response 
papers are due during the year and failure to submit these will result in an F for that re-
sponse paper. 
 
This policy is intended to encourage diligence and integrity among students as well as to up-
hold principles of fairness and equality with respect to other students in the class.  Excuses 
other than those listed above will receive little attention.  
 
LATE SUBMISSION OF assessments/presentations/papers where relevant WILL BE PE-
NALISED  10%/DAY. Missing a presentation/or assessment date without acceptable cause 
will result in an F in that component of the final grade. 
 
Expectations for student conduct in this course: 
 
This course which requires students to be present for all classes and participate fully. While no 
participation grade is formally assessed, your performance and input into class discussions, re-
sponses and exercises will inform the grade for the course. You will be expected to have read the 
material for the week and be ready to ask informed and relevant questions. 
 
Electronic Device Policy: 
 
Recent studies have clearly shown that use of laptops, phones and other electronic tools for notes 
and in-class work results in poorer learning outcomes and consequently worse grades. I strongly 
urge you not to use them at all in class. If students use them for non-academic purposes in class, 
they will be asked to leave that class, possibly forfeiting some grades. Texting in class is to be 
limited to emergencies only. If students persist in texting, surfing the web or other activities not 
directly relevant to the course, they will be asked to leave that class and/or to leave their devices at 
the front of class until its conclusion. Please respect your fellow students and me by avoiding dis-
tracting use of these devices. During viewing of films in particular, laptop or phone use will not be 
permitted due to the distracting light of these devices. No recordings are to be made of lectures or 
class sessions without written, advance permission. If recordings are made and published in any 
form, during or after the course, you may be charged with academic misconduct and/or be awarded 
an F in the course. 
 
Syllabus: 
A complete syllabus will be made available the first week of class. 
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Academic Honesty 
Plagiarism is not tolerated at the University of Calgary and has serious consequences. Your es-
says/presentations must be your own work and inadequate referencing may be seen as plagiarism. 
Please see the relevant sections on Academic Misconduct in the current University Calendar (sec-
tion K, which can be found here: http://www.ucalgary.ca/pubs/calendar/current/k.html). If you 
have questions about correct referencing, please consult your instructor, or librarian staff. 
 
Student Accommodations 
 
The student accommodation policy can be found at: ucalgary.ca/access/accommodations/policy. 
 
Students needing an Accommodation because of a Disability or medical condition should com-
municate this need to Student Accessibility Services in accordance with the Procedure for Accom-
modations for Students with Disabilities ucalgary.ca/policies/files/policies/student-accommoda-
tion-policy. 
 
Students needing an Accommodation based on a Protected Ground other than Disability, should 
communicate this need, preferably in writing, to the course instructor.  
  
Desire 2 Learn (D2L) Help 
Go to http://elearn.ucalgary.ca/desire2learn/home/students for Student Help and FAQ’s about 
D2L. Troubleshooting tips and a tutorial are also available on this website.   
 
Faculty of Arts Program Advising and Student Information Resources 

• For program planning and advice, students in the Faculty of Arts will contact The Arts Stu-
dents’ Centre (ASC). Drop in at SS102, call at 403-220-3580 or email at ascarts@ucal-
gary.ca. You can also visit the Faculty of Arts website at http://arts.ucalgary.ca/undergrad-
uate which has detailed information on common academic concerns. 

• For registration (add/drop/swap), paying fees and assistance with your Student Centre, 
contact Enrolment Services at (403) 210-ROCK [7625] or visit them at the MacKimmie 
Library. 

 
Freedom of Information and Privacy 
This course is conducted in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act (FOIPP): http://www.ucalgary.ca/secretariat/privacy  
 
The Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act indicates that assignments given by 
you to your course instructor will remain confidential unless otherwise stated before submis-
sion.  The assignment cannot be returned to anyone else without your express permission. Simi-
larly, any information about yourself that you share with your course instructor will not be given 
to anyone else without your permission. As one consequence, students should identify themselves 
on all written work by placing their name on the front page and their ID number on each subse-
quent page. 
 
Student Ombudsperson and Students’ Union Representative 
The Student Ombuds Office provides independent, impartial and confidential support for students 
who require assistance and advice in addressing issues and concerns related to their academic ca-
reers. See www.ucalgary.ca/provost/students/ombuds for more information. 
The Students’ Union Faculty of Arts representative can be reached at arts1@ucalgary.ca. 

http://www.ucalgary.ca/pubs/calendar/current/k.html
http://www.ucalgary.ca/access/accommodations/policy
http://www.ucalgary.ca/policies/files/policies/student-accommodation-policy.pdf
http://www.ucalgary.ca/policies/files/policies/student-accommodation-policy.pdf
http://elearn.ucalgary.ca/desire2learn/home/students
mailto:ascarts@ucalgary.ca
mailto:ascarts@ucalgary.ca
http://arts.ucalgary.ca/undergraduate
http://arts.ucalgary.ca/undergraduate
http://www.ucalgary.ca/secretariat/privacy
http://www.ucalgary.ca/provost/students/ombuds
mailto:arts1@ucalgary.ca
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Emergency Evacuation Assembly Point 
In case of an emergency evacuation during class, students must gather at the designated assembly 
point nearest to the classroom. The list of assembly points is found at www.ucalgary.ca/emergen-
cyplan/assemblypoints. Please check this website and not the nearest assembly point for this 
course. 
 
Safewalk 
The Safewalk program provides volunteers to walk students safely to their destination anywhere 
on campus (including McMahon Stadium, Health Sciences, Student Family Housing, the Alberta 
Children's Hospital and the University LRT station). This service is free and available to students, 
staff and campus visitors 24 hrs/day, 365 days a year. Call 403-220-5333 or use one of the Help 
phones located throughout campus to request a walk. 
 

 
 

http://www.ucalgary.ca/emergencyplan/assemblypoints
http://www.ucalgary.ca/emergencyplan/assemblypoints
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