
 

 
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 

FACULTY OF ARTS 
 

Political Science 519/619.01 
War and Interpretation 

Winter 2018 
 
INSTRUCTOR: Barry Cooper  
TELEPHONE: 220 5764   
OFFICE: SS 748    
EMAIL: bcooper@ucalgary.ca    
OFFICE HOURS: Tues. Thurs., 1400 or by appointment.   
COURSE DAY/TIME: Thursday, 1530-1830 
COURSE LOCATION: SS 729 
COURSE PRE-REQUISITES: None  
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This course will be conducted in the format of a seminar. There are weekly assigned 
texts to be read by all participants in the class; each week two or more participants will 
be responsible for a presentation and analysis of the assigned texts. This presentation 
will serve as the basis for subsequent conversation about them. Within a week or two, 
the individuals presenting that week will be expected to produce a written report not to 
exceed 10 to 12 pages. 
 
The topics are indicated in the reading list attached. The meaning of the title of the 
course will become clear in detail as we proceed through the readings. In principle, we 
begin with the assumption that war is a natural human activity and, as with all such 
activities, has a variegated historical, political, and cultural significance. This year the 
focus is more on the experience of battle than the political and strategic and thus 
political significance of war. Because of the linguistic limitations of the course director, 
the discussion of war and its interpretation is confined to the West, which means no Sun 
Tzu or discussion of Mongol tactics. 
 
These reports can be submitted as email attachments or in hard copy. 
 
Because this class is a joint course, Poli 519/619, different requirements are to be 
specified for undergraduates and for graduate students. Apart from expecting somewhat 
more professional work from graduate students, they will also be required to submit 
three short reports whereas undergraduates are required to submit two such reports. 
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COURSE OBJECTIVES & LEARNING OUTCOMES: There are two main objectives to this 
course, one dealing with the subject-matter, the second with the analytical approach to it that 
political science typically employs. 
 

1. Regarding the subject-matter, namely war and interpretation, students who successfully 
complete the course will have a good grasp of how the direct experience of battle has 
remained in some respects fundamentally the same throughout Western history. In 
addition, by considering the prehistorical and even biological foundations of war and the 
importance of war as a game, students will be able to locate the different expressions of 
the experience of battle in a coherent theoretical context. 

2. The organization of the course as a seminar provides students with the opportunity to 
engage their intellects with several distinct perspectives on a major expression of one of 
the constant attributes of human nature. Participants will be able to use both verbal and 
written skills and to receive a critical appraisal from their peers. 

 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOK(S): The following textbooks are available in the bookstore: 
L.H. Keeley, WAR BEFORE CIVILIZATION 
J. Huizinga, HOMO LUDENS 
V.D. Hanson WESTERN WAY OF WAR 
W. Shakespeare, HENRY V 
E. Jünger, STORM OF STEEL 
G. Gray, THE WARRIORS 
George M. Fraser, QUARTERED WELL OUT HERE 
J. Shaw, ACHILLES IN VIETNAM 
M. Bowden BLACK HAWK DOWN 
S. Junger, WAR 

 
COURSE COMPONENT WEIGHTS AND DUE DATES: 

COMPONENT WEIGHTING DUE DATES 
Class participation 20% 12 April 
Written assignments 60% 19 April 
Oral presentation 20%  
Total  100%  

 
COURSE SCHEDULE & TOPICS:  The schedule is tentative and may change as the need 
arises.   

DATE TOPIC READINGS Presenter Back-up 
Jan 11 Introduction    
Jan 18 Apes and 

prehistory 
Keeley and Goodall 

(D2L) 
  

 Jan 25 Play Huizinga and Cooper 
(D2L) 

  

Feb 1 Greeks Hanson   
Feb 8 Medieval Henry V+ Keegan+ 

Merton (D2L) 
  

Feb 15 Indian war Lear (D2L)   
Feb 22 Reading Week    
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Mar 1 WW I E Jünger   
Mar 8 WW II Gray   
Mar 15 Pacific War Fraser   
Mar 22 Vietnam Shaw   
Mar 29 Small Wars Bowden, Cooper (D2L)   
April 5 Afghanistan S. Junger   
April 12 Conclusion Discussion All  

 
WRITING STATEMENT:  
Written assignments are often required in Political Science courses, including this one, and the 
quality of writing skills, including but not limited to such elements as grammar, punctuation, 
sentence structure, clarity, citation, and organization, will be taken into account in the 
determination of grades. Students are encouraged to make use of the services offered through 
Writing Support Services in the Student Success Centre (3rd floor of the Taylor Family Digital 
Library) or at http://www.ucalgary.ca/ssc/writing-support. 
 
ASSIGNMENT(S)/ESSAYS/PAPERS 
Within a reasonable period of time (two weeks or so) students are to hand in a revised version of 
their oral presentation of their assignment described above in the course description, if you think 
that revisions are needed. Usually it is prudent to take into account the discussion of the book by 
the rest of the class. Length: 8 pages minimum, 12 pages maximum. Hand in hard copy or send 
as an email attachment. 
 
PARTICIPATION 
Students are expected to read all assigned texts and to be capable of engaging in a discussion of 
them for each class. For classes when a student is assigned to lead the discussion, not only 
familiarity with the text is expected but the student is also expected to show they have thought 
about the text and have formulated a number of questions that he or she anticipates will be of 
interest and importance to the class. The number of formal presentations will depend on the 
numbers of students enrolled. Usually it is two or three. There is no right or wrong interpretation 
of this material; there is only more or less insightful interpretation so you can do as much 
research as you wish. 
 
MID-TERM EXAMINATION 
There is no mid-term exam. 
  
FINAL EXAMINATION 
There is no final exam. 
 
 
GRADE SCALE: The following grading scale will be used:  
 

A+ (91-100) B+ (77-79) C+ (67-69) D+ (55-59) 

A (85-90) B (73-76) C (63-66) D (50-54) 

A- (80-84) B- (70-72) C- (60-62) F (0-49) 

http://www.ucalgary.ca/ssc/writing-support
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LATE PENALTIES 
Unless students have a rational explanation such as a medical problem or a genuine emergency, 
the late penalty for handing in the essay/research paper is 5% a week. Three weeks is more than 
sufficient time to write a short paper. The paper for the last class is due April 19th. 
 
INSTRUCTOR GUIDELINES 
 
Students requiring assistance are encouraged to speak to the instructor during class or their office 
hours.  Should you wish to meet outside of office hours, please telephone or email to make an 
appointment. It is to the student’s advantage to keep such appointments. 
 
Email is a common form of communication but it is not always the most effective way of 
answering student questions. If you cannot make office hours, please request a one on one 
meeting outside of these hours. 
 
Students are welcome to use laptops and other electronic note-taking devices in this course. 
Please be considerate of others and switch off all cell phones when you enter the classroom. 
Sending/receiving texts and browsing the Web is extremely disruptive to others and will not be 
tolerated.  
 
 
IMPORTANT POLICIES AND INFORMATION  
 
Absence From a Mid-term Examination: 
Students who are absent from a scheduled term test or quiz for legitimate reasons (e.g. illness 
with the appropriate documentation) are responsible for contacting the instructor via email within 
48 hours of the missed test to discuss alternative arrangements. A copy of this email may be 
requested as proof of the attempt to contact the instructor.  Any student who fails to do so forfeits 
the right to a makeup test.  
 
Deferral of a Final Examination: 
Deferral of a final examination can be granted for reasons of illness, domestic affliction, and 
unforeseen circumstances, as well as to those with three (3) final exams scheduled within a 24-
hour period. Deferred final exams will not be granted to those who sit the exam, who have made 
travel arrangements that conflict with their exam, or who have misread the examination 
timetable. The decision to allow a deferred final exam rests not with the instructor but with 
Enrolment Services. Instructors should, however, be notified if you will be absent during the 
examination. The Application for Deferred Final Exam, deadlines, requirements and submission 
instructions can be found on the Enrolment Services website at 
https://www.ucalgary.ca/registrar/exams/deferred-exams. 
 
Appeals: 
If a student has a concern about the course or a grade they have been assigned, they must first 
discuss their concerns with the instructor. If this does not resolve the matter, the student can then 
proceed with an academic appeal. The first in an academic appeal is to set up a meeting with the 
Department Head. 

https://www.ucalgary.ca/registrar/exams/deferred-exams
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University Regulations: 
Students are encouraged to familiarize themselves with the University policies found in the 
Academic Regulations sections of the Calendar at 
www.ucalgary.ca/pubs/calendar/current/academic-regs.html. 
 
Student Accommodations:  
Students seeking an accommodation based on disability or medical concerns should contact 
Student Accessibility Services; SAS will process the request and issue letters of accommodation 
to instructors. For additional information on support services and accommodations for students 
with disabilities, visit www.ucalgary.ca/access/. 

  
Students who require an accommodation in relation to their coursework based on a protected 
ground other than disability should communicate this need in writing to their Instructor.  

  
The full policy on Student Accommodations is available at 
http://www.ucalgary.ca/policies/files/policies/student-accommodation-policy.pdf. 
 
Plagiarism And Other Forms Of Academic Misconduct: 
Academic misconduct in any form (e.g. cheating, plagiarism) is a serious academic offence that 
can lead to disciplinary probation, suspension or expulsion from the University.  Students are 
expected to be familiar with the standards surrounding academic honesty; these can be found in 
the University of Calgary calendar at http://www.ucalgary.ca/pubs/calendar/current/k-5.html. 
Such offences will be taken seriously and reported immediately, as required by Faculty of Arts 
policy. 
 
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy (FOIP): 
FOIP legislation requires that instructors maintain the confidentiality of student information. In 
practice, this means that student assignment and tests cannot be left for collection in any public 
place without the consent of the student. It also means that grades cannot be distributed via 
email. Final exams are kept by instructors but can be viewed by contacting them or the main 
office in the Department of Political Science. Any uncollected assignments and tests will be 
destroyed after three months; final examinations are destroyed after one year.  
 
Evacuation Assembly Points: 
In the event of an emergency evacuation from class, students are required to gather in designated 
assembly points. Please check the list found at www.ucalgary.ca/emergencyplan/assemblypoints 
and note the assembly point nearest to your classroom. 
 
Faculty of Arts Program Advising and Student Information Resources: 
For program planning and advice, visit the Arts Students’ Centre in Social Sciences 102, call 
403-220-3580 or email artsads@ucalgary.ca. You can also visit arts.ucalgary.ca/advising for 
program assistance. 
 
For registration (add/drop/swap), paying fees and assistance with your Student Centre, contact 
Enrolment Services at (403) 210-ROCK [7625] or visit their office in the MacKimmie Library 
Block. 

http://www.ucalgary.ca/pubs/calendar/current/academic-regs.html
http://www.ucalgary.ca/access/
http://www.ucalgary.ca/policies/files/policies/student-accommodation-policy.pdf
http://www.ucalgary.ca/pubs/calendar/current/k-5.html
http://www.ucalgary.ca/emergencyplan/assemblypoints
mailto:artsads@ucalgary.ca
http://arts.ucalgary.ca/advising
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Important Contact Information: 
 
Campus Security and Safewalk (24 hours a day/7 days a week/365 days a year) 
 Phone: 403-220-5333 
Faculty of Arts Undergraduate Students’ Union Representatives  
 Phone: 403-220-6551 

Email: arts1@su.ucalgary.ca, arts2@su.ucalgary.ca, arts3@su.ucalgary.ca, 
arts4@su.ucalgary.ca 

 Students’ Union URL: www.su.ucalgary.ca 
 
Graduate Students’ Association 
 Phone: 403-220-5997 
 Email: ask@gsa.ucalgary.ca 
 URL:  www.ucalgary.ca/gsa 
 
Student Ombudsman 
 Phone: 403-220-6420 
 Email: ombuds@ucalgary.ca 
 

mailto:arts1@su.ucalgary.ca
mailto:arts2@su.ucalgary.ca
mailto:arts3@su.ucalgary.ca
mailto:arts4@su.ucalgary.ca
http://www.su.ucalgary.ca/
mailto:ask@gsa.ucalgary.ca
http://www.ucalgary.ca/gsa
mailto:ombuds@ucalgary.ca

