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The seventeenth century was an age of extremes.  It lived through civil and religious 
wars, regicide, economic crises, plagues, witch hunts, as well as a little ice age.  But 
it was also the age of Shakespeare, Rembrandt, Versailles, philosophical rationalism, 
and the Scientific Revolution.  Were all of these seemingly incongruous events 
symptoms of a more general crisis of authority?  Join us, but only if you like your 
history messy. 


