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We are familiar with the images of violence and social upheaval associated with the 
French Revolution.  We know that it ignited a generation of continental war and helped 
Napoleon rise to power.  But how did such a violent revolution come out of an age of 
Enlightenment, which seemed to advocate peace, order and rationality?  Was 
Napoleon himself an enlightened despot?  This course will explore these questions in 
detail and ask whether the eighteenth century was really the beginning of modern 
culture. 

NOTE:  This course is usually offered only once every two or three years, so this 
is the session to take it. 


