History 359: The United States to 1877
Instructor: Dr.]. L. Spangler
Fall Term, 2013
Tu/Th 11:00-12:15, ENE 239
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An accurate map of the English colonies in North Lincoln Visits his Generals, October 2,1862
America bordering on the river Ohio, 1755. http://www.historyplace.com/lincoln/lincpix/visit2.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/item /74692232

This course is the first of a two semester introductory sequence that explores the history of
the United States chronologically. The class begins with the first peopling of North America.
[t then examines European colonial projects in the seventeenth and eighteen centuries, the
encounters and conflicts that these projects produced, and the formation of the United
States as an independent nation. The class examines the question of economic
modernization in the early U.S., the concomitant expansion of slavery, and the continental
aspirations of the new nation. It concludes with the internal tensions that culminated in the
bloody American Civil War.

This is a lecture course, but there will be times set aside often to discuss assigned readings.
Students will be reading Volume 1 of Paul S. Boyer et al., The Enduring Vision: A History of
the American People, 7t edition (we are officially using the Cengage Advantage version,
which is the most affordable option among new books, but any version or fairly recent
edition is acceptable). Also assigned is a published course reader of selections from
primary sources and an on-line version of Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An
American Slave, Written By Himself. Assessment will include a midterm and final
examination, as well as a research paper.



