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  Fall 2018 
Fridays 2-4:45 pm 

HTST 496 
Historical Methods &  
Philosophies of History  

Instructor: Dr. A. Timm 

E-Mail: atimm@ucalgary.ca 
Phone: 403-220-6411 
Office: SS 613 
Office Hours:  
 

   
 

Course Description 
The purpose of this seminar is to introduce students to the traditions and 
practices of the craft of history and to explore ongoing debates about how 
history can and should be written. The first half of the course will focus on 
the key categories of analysis that historians of the early twentieth century 
relied upon to construct their narratives: the nation, the state, class, society, 
the public sphere, and civil society. In the second half we will discuss how 
historians have reacted to postmodern ideas and their supposed challenge to 
historical truth. The challenge of postmodernism, along with vibrant social 
and political movements that necessarily also influenced historians’ own 
worldviews, introduced new categories of analysis to the historical 
profession: gender, sexuality, morality, race, and post-colonialism. 

Course Goals 
The goal of this course is to expose students to a range of new and not so new 
historical methodologies and epistemologies and to promote reflection on 
how historians’ implicit and explicit theoretical perspectives influence their 
formulation of research questions, their evaluation of evidence, and the 
construction of their arguments. 

Course Policies 
• All assignments must be completed in order to pass the course.  
• Deadlines, once they have been agreed upon with the instructor, are 

firm. Adjustments can be made during the term, but only if you 
inform me a full week ahead of time.  

• If one of your position papers is late, you will have to do an extra 
one for no credit to receive a grade for the late paper. 

• If you decide to change topics for one of your position papers, you 
must tell me at least a week in advance. 

• Two percentage points will be deducted from the grade for your final 
essay for every day it is late.  

• In-class presentations cannot be made up unless there are 
documented circumstances, in which case documentation is 
required. 

• All written assignments are to be submitted in PDF format.  

 

 

Purchase at Bookstore: 
• John Tosh: The Pursuit of History. 
• Alun Munslow, The Routledge 

Companion to Historical Studies. 
• Edward W. Said, Orientalism. 
• Anna Green and Kathleen Troup, 

The Houses of History: A Critical 
Reader in History and Theory. 

Buy as Kobo eBook: 
• Benedict Anderson, Imagined 

Communities: Reflections on the Origin 
and Spread of Nationalism, rev. ed. 
(London: Verso Press, 1991). 

Due Dates & Weighting 

Individually scheduled after Week 3 

Article/Chapter Review: 20% 

Individually scheduled 

Position Paper 1: 5% 

Individually scheduled 

Position Paper 2: 5% 

Individually scheduled  

Position Paper 3 (with Munslow): 10% 

December 14, 9 pm 

Final Essay: 40% 

Assessed throughout term 

Participation: 20% 

 

 



 2 

Assignment Descriptions 

Class Participation: 
The success of any seminar rests on the active participation of all participants. I expect students to respect each other and to 
contribute to productive, scholarly debate. In general, your grade for this component of the class will depend less on the 
frequency of your contributions than on their quality. While students who consistently let others take the risk of voicing 
opinions on complicated issues will receive low participation marks, those who attempt to dominate discussion without letting 
others be heard will also be penalized. Differences of opinion and even adversarial argumentation are unavoidable aspects of 
scholarly debate. But I will insist upon a collegial and respectful classroom atmosphere. 

Oral Chapter/Article Review: 
Each student will present a 10- to 15-minute oral review of an article or book chapter chosen from a pre-circulated list. Your 
review must take a critical approach that goes beyond summary to assess the contribution that the author has made to the 
discipline of history. These are oral presentations. Do not read from a prepared script. The subject matter of your presentation 
(chosen in consultation with the instructor) must thematically match the week’s readings. You must end your presentation with 
some clear statements about how your reading contributes to the week’s discussion.  

Position Papers: 
Three times during the semester students will write short position papers on one or more of the course readings. These 
responses should be 2 to 3 double-spaced pages in length (absolutely no longer), and they should not use any sources outside of 
what is on the syllabus. Formulate your own argument about the readings in a scholarly tone. Your goal is to convince your 
classmates that they should share your interpretation of one or more of the readings for that week. Do not summarize any more 
than is necessary to support your thesis; your classmates have read the same things. Instead, argue a specific point and back it up 
with references to the readings. Responses must be posted to D2L by 8 pm on the evening before class, and all students are 

expected to read all responses before coming to class. Full footnoting is not necessary, but you must provide page numbers for 
specific arguments or quotations. (So just put the author’s name in brackets with the page number, MLA style.) You can find 
numerous descriptions of how to write a position paper on university course web sites, for example here: 
http://www.sfu.ca/cmns/130d1/WritingaPositionPaper.htm. While these instructions describe a more extensively researched 
essay than the ones you will be writing for me, many of the points made are valid for position papers in general. 

Essay:  
At the end of term, students will write an historiographical essay of approximately 15 double-spaced pages (excluding notes and 
bibliography) on a subject related to one of the main headings of the course. Alternative categories (such as methodologies like 
oral history, or quantitative history, or theories that we have not covered) can be negotiated. Historiographical essays can take 
many forms. Some explore the history of how historians have approached a given topic. They track transformations in 
historical scholarship and argument. Others discusses methodological innovations or how political philosophies or other 
philosophical ideas might provide insights for historical research, either generally or in reference to a specific case. You may use 
either approach. You must choose a topic and make an appointment to come speak to me about it before November 14.  

Submitting Written Work 

You must use the MS-Word template (convertible to other formats) that I will provide on D2L to write your papers. This will insure that 
all length and formatting requirements are met. The template will contain a plagiarism statement on the title page. Uploading 
your essay to D2L constitutes your guarantee that you have read and understood this statement. Essays and Position Papers 
must be saved as PDFs and uploaded to D2L before the due date and time. (Please ask me well in advance if you have any 
technical questions about how to do this. Macs have native support for creating PDFs. Windows users can download free 
programs, such as http://www.cutepdf.com/.) I will grade and return your papers to you electronically. 

I expect all students to be familiar with the plagiarism policy of this university and for the History Department, which are 
described in the section on academic misconduct in the University calendar and in “Department of History’s Statement on 
Plagiarism” below. Please ask me well in advance if you have any questions or concerns. There is no excuse for not knowing 
what plagiarism is at the university level, and I will refer all cases to the Associate Dean of the Faculty of Arts.  
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Important Note on Using Internet Sources 

The Internet is full of misleading and historically inaccurate information. You may not cite web sites in your papers for this 

course. You may use scholarly journal articles and books that are published in paper form but are available online. (If you are 
unclear about the difference between a scholarly journal article and a web site, please see: 
http://hist.ucalgary.ca/atimm/writing-advice/style-sheet and http://hist.ucalgary.ca/atimm/writing-advice/scholarly-art.) 
NOTE:  historians prefer to use classic citations (without URLs) unless the electronic version has different page numbering 
from the published version. Long URLs in footnotes are a bothersome distraction and should be avoided. 

Classroom Environment and Distribution of Class Content 
I expect students to be respectful of the learning environment and the needs of other students. As a courtesy to your fellow 
students and your instructor, please turn off all cellular telephones and personal stereos during lectures and discussions. It is 
forbidden to tape or digitally record lectures and/or discussions without the explicit consent of the instructor and any students 
affected. Using laptops and similar typing devices is acceptable as long as it does not disrupt the class or interfere with your 
participation in the discussion. If I sense that your device is distracting you or others, I will ask you to turn it off. Materials 
related to the course (including hand-written lecture notes) are for your own use only and may not be distributed to anyone not 
officially registered in the course.  

Important Departmental, Faculty, and University Information 

*Attention history majors: History 300 is a required course for all history majors. You should normally take it in your second 
year.* 

Department Twitter @ucalgaryhist  

Faculty of Arts Program Advising and Student Information Resources: 
• Have a question, but not sure where to start? The Arts Students Centre (ASC) is your information resource for 

everything in Arts! Drop in at Social Sciences 102, call 403-220-3580, or email artsads@ucalgary.ca. For detailed 
information on common academic concerns, you can also visit the Faculty of Arts website at 
http://arts.ucalgary.ca/undergraduate. 

• For program planning and advice, contact the Arts Students Centre (ASC) in SS 102, call 403-220-3580, email 
artsads@ucalgary.ca, or visit http://arts.ucalgary.ca/advising.  

• For registration issues, paying fees and assistance with your Student Centre, contact Enrolment Services at 403-210-
ROCK (7625), visit the office in the MacKimmie Library Block (MLB) or their website at 
http://www.ucalgary.ca/registrar/. 

Writing: 
This course will include written assignments. Faculty policy directs that all written assignments (including, although to a lesser 
extent, written exam responses) will be assessed at least partly on writing skills. Writing skills include not only surface 
correctness (grammar, punctuation, sentence structure, etc.) but also general clarity and organization. Research papers must be 
properly documented. 

Writing Support: 
Students are also encouraged to use Writing Support Services and other Student Success Centre Services, located on the 3rd 
floor of the Taylor Family Digital Library (TFDL). Writing Support Services assist with a variety of assignments, from essays to 
lab reports. Students can book 30-minute one-on-one appointments online, sign up for 15-minute drop-in appointments, and 
register for a variety of writing workshops. For more information on this and other Student Success Centre services, please visit 
www.ucalgary.ca/ssc. 

Copyright: 
The University of Calgary has opted out of the Access Copyright Interim Tariff proposed by the Copyright Board. This means 
that instructors in all University of Calgary courses will strictly adhere to Copyright Act regulations and the educational 
exceptions permitted by the Act for both print and digital course material. What this simply means is that no copyrighted 
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material may be placed on course D2L or web sites without the prior permission of the copyright holders. In some cases, this 
may mean that instructors will require you to purchase a print course pack from the University of Calgary bookstore or that you 
will have to consult books on reserve at the library. For more information on the University of Calgary’s copyright policy, see 
http://library.ucalgary.ca/copyright.  

Red Box Policy: 
Essays and other assignments may be handed in to the red box located outside of the History Department office (Social 
Sciences, Room 656). Please include the following information on your assignment: 1) course name and number, 2) instructor, 

3) your name and 4) your student number. Assignments received after 4:00 p.m. will be date stamped with the date of the next 
business day. We do not time stamp any papers. Please do not bring your paper into the office to be stamped. The box is 
emptied promptly at 8:30 a.m. and at 4:00 p.m. Monday to Friday.  

Departmental Grading System: 
The following percentage-to-letter grade conversion scheme has been adopted for use in all Canadian Studies, History, and 
Latin American Studies courses.  

Percentage Letter 
Grade 

Grade 
Point 
Value 

Description 

90-100 A+ 4.00 Outstanding 
85-89 A 4.00 Excellent—superior performance showing comprehensive 

understanding of subject matter. 
80-84 A- 3.70  
77-79 B+ 3.30  
73-76 B 3.00 Good—clearly above average performance with knowledge of 

subject matter generally complete. 
70-72 B- 2.70  
67-69 C+ 2.30  
63-66 C 2.00 Satisfactory—basic understanding of the subject matter. 
60-62 C- 1.70 Receipt of a grade point average of 1.70 may not be sufficient for 

promotion or graduation. 
56-59 D+ 1.30 Minimal pass—marginal performance; generally insufficient 

preparation for subsequent courses in the same subject. 
50-55 D 1.00  
0-49 F 0 Fail—unsatisfactory performance or failure to meet course 

requirements. 

Plagiarism: 
Plagiarism occurs when one submits or presents one’s work in a course, or ideas and/or passages in a written piece of work, as 
if it were one’s own work done expressly for that particular course, when, in fact, it is not. As noted in The History Student’s 
Handbook (http://hist.ucalgary.ca/sites/hist.ucalgary.ca/files/history_students_handbook_2015.pdf ), plagiarism may take several 
forms: 

• Failure to cite sources properly may be considered plagiarism. This could include quotations, and wording used from 
another source but not acknowledged.  

• Borrowed, purchased, and/or ghostwritten papers are considered plagiarism, as is submitting one's own work for more 
than one course without the permission of the instructor(s) involved.  

• Extensive paraphrasing of one or a few sources is also considered plagiarism, even when notes are used, unless the 
essay is a critical analysis of those works.  

The use of notes does not justify the sustained presentation of another author’s language and ideas as one’s own.  

Plagiarism is a serious academic offence and written work that appears to contain plagiarized passages will not be graded. All 
such work will be reported to the Faculty of Arts’ associate deans of students who will apply the penalties specified in the 
University of Calgary Calendar. 
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Universal Student Ratings of Instruction (USRI): 
At the University of Calgary, feedback provided by students through the Universal Student Ratings of Instruction survey 
provides valuable information to help with evaluating instruction, enhancing learning and teaching, and selecting courses 
(www.ucalgary.ca/usri). Your responses make a difference. Please participate in USRI surveys. 

Campus Resources for Mental Health: 
The University of Calgary recognizes the pivotal role that student mental health plays in physical health, social connectedness 
and academic success, and aspires to create a caring and supportive campus community where individuals can freely talk about 
mental health and receive supports when needed. We encourage you to explore the excellent mental health resources available 
throughout the university community, such as counselling, self-help resources, peer support or skills-building available through 
the SU Wellness Centre (Room 370, MacEwan Student Centre, https://www.ucalgary.ca/wellnesscentre/services/mental-
health-services) and the Campus Mental Health Strategy website (http://www.ucalgary.ca/mentalhealth/). 

Other Useful Information 

Faculty of Arts Representatives 403-220-6551, arts1@su.ucalgary.ca, arts2@su.ucalgary.ca, 
arts3@ucalgary.ca, arts4@su.ucalgary.ca 

Campus Security & Safewalk 403-220-5333,  http://www.ucalgary.ca/security/safewalk 

Freedom of Information http://www.ucalgary.ca/legalservices/foip/foip-hia 

Academic Accommodations http://www.ucalgary.ca/drc/node/46 

Emergency Evaluation Assembly Points http://www.ucalgary.ca/emergencyplan/assemblypoints 

Student Union Information http://www.su.ucalgary.ca/ 

Graduate Student Association http://www.ucalgary.ca/gsa/ 

Student Ombudsman Office http://www.ucalgary.ca/provost/students/ombuds 
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Lecture and Reading Schedule 

Instructions for printing readings and bringing them to class: 
A seminar depends upon students being able to refer to the readings in class. I insist that you have your readings with in you in class. 
Ideally, you will have marked up your copies (or added electronic bookmarks) so that you can easily find passages that you 
wish to discuss. For those who wish to save paper, I will optimize all readings for display on electronic devices. If you prefer to 
print things out, just use your Word processor to print 2-to-a-page to replicate a standard photocopy.  

Note on the Munslow readings: 
I have distributed the entries from Munslow’s Historical Studies in a way that seemed to make sense with the narrative of the 
course. But this book is essentially a kind of dictionary, and each entry refers backwards and forwards to many others. So read 
them in the order that best works for you while being sure to prepare the entries assigned for the specific weeks. 

Abbreviations: 
RCHS = Alun Munslow, The Routledge Companion to Historical Studies (in bookstore) 
G&T = Anna Green and Kathleen Troup, eds., The Houses of History: A Critical Reader in Twentieth-Century History and  
  Theory, 2nd ed. (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2016). 
Tosh  = John Tosh, The Pursuit of History: Aims, Methods, and New Directions in the Study of Modern History, 6th ed.  

  (Abingdon, Oxon and New York: Routledge, 2015). 

Week 1 (Sept. 7): Introduction to the Course 

RCHS, 1-20. Terms: “Empiricism,” “Liberal Humanism,” “Evidence,” “Facts,” “Colligation,” “Narrative,” and “Sources.” 

G&T, chapters 1 & 2. 

Tosh: Pursuit of History, chapters 1-3. 

Week 2 (Sept.14): The Nation 

G&T, The Houses of History, chapter 8. 

Hugh Trever-Roper, “The Invention of Tradition: The Highland Tradition of Scotland,” in The Invention of Tradition, ed. 
Hobsbawm, Eric and Terence Ranger (Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press, 1983), 15–41. 

Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities (London: Verso Press, 1991), Introduction & Chs. 1-5. (ebook) 

Week 3 (Sept. 21): The State 

HS: “A priori/a posteriori,” “Continental philosophy,” “Hegel, G.W.F.,” “Kant, Immanuel,” “Inference,” “Metaphysics,” 
and “Enlightenment, the” 

Georg G. Iggers, “The Image of Ranke in American and German Historical Thought,” History and Theory 2, no. 1 (1962): 17–
40. 

G.W.F. Hegel, “Who Thinks Abstractly.”  

G.W.F. Hegel, excerpt from Reason in History: A General Introduction to the Philosophy of History and Lectures on the Philosophy of 
History.  

Francis Fukuyama, “The End of History?” The National Interest 16 (1989): 3-18. 

Week 4 (Sept. 28): Class 

RCHS: “Class,” and “Truth” 

G&T, chapter 3. 

Karl Marx, The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte (1852), PDF from Marx/Engels Internet Archive. 

Karl Marx, "Contribution to the Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of Right," in The Marx-Engels Reader, ed. Robert C. Tucker 
(New York and London: W.W. Norton & Company, 1978), 16-25. 

Karl Marx, "Contribution to the Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of Right: Introduction," in Ibid, 53-65. 
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Week 5 (Oct. 5): Society & the Human Condition 

HS: “Annales” 

G&T, chapter  5 & 6. 

Michael Harsgor, “Total History: The Annales School,” Journal of Contemporary History, 13, no. 1 (1978): 1-13. 

Fernand Braudel, “Personal Testimony,” Journal of Modern History, 44, no. 4 (1972): 448-67. 

Hannah Arendt, The Human Condition (Chicago and London: University of Chicago Press, 1958), 1-78. 

Week 6: (Oct. 12): The Public Sphere & Civil Society 

HS:  “Critical theory” 

G&T: chapter 13. 

Jürgen Habermas, The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere: An Inquiry into a Category of Bourgeois Society (Cambridge, 
Mass: The MIT Press, 1991 [1989]), 1-26. 

Geoff Eley, "Nations, Publics, and Political Cultures: Placing Habermas in the Nineteenth Century," in Habermas and the Public 
Sphere (Cambridge, Mass. and London: MIT Press, 1993), 289-339. 

Matthew Hayday, “Contesting Canada Day : A Tradition of Engagement, Challenges and Change,” ActiveHistory.ca (blog), 
June 30, 2017. 

Week 7: (Oct. 19): Guest Professor, Petra Dolata: Transnational, International and Global Histories 

Tosh: chapter 4. 

C. A. Bayly et al., “AHR Conversation: On Transnational Histor,” The American Historical Review 111, no. 5 (2006): 1441–64. 

Franz Fillafer, “A World Connecting? From the Unity of History to Global History,” History and Theory 56, no. 1 (2017): 3–37. 

Jürgen Kocka, “Comparison and Beyond,” History and Theory 42, no. 1 (2003): 39–44. 

Week 8 (Oct. 26): Questioning the Meta-narrative / Sources 

HS: “Emplotment,” “Linguistic Turn,” “Metanarrative,” “Event,” “Aesthetic turn,” “Mimesis,” “Trope,” “White, Hayden” 

G&T: chapter 9. 

Tosh: chapters 5 & 6. 

Hayden White, Metahistory: The Historical Imagination in Nineteenth-Century Europe (Baltimore and London: Johns Hopkins 
University Press, 1975), ), “Introduction,” 1-42. 

Carlo Ginzburg, “Just One Witness,” in Probing the Limits of Representation: Nazism and the Final Solution, ed. Saul Friedländer 
(Cambridge and London: Harvard University Press, 1992), 82–96. 

Week 9 (Nov. 2): Postmodernism & Cultural History 

HS: “Constructionist history,” “Deconstructionist history,” “Discourse,” “Modernism,” “Nietzsche, Friedrich,” 
“Postmodernism,” “Poststructuralism,” “Reconstructionist history,” and “Structuralism”  

G&T: chapter 8 & 11. 

Tosh: chapter 7, 8 & 9. 

William H. Sewell, “The Concept(s) of Culture,” in Logics of History: Social Theory and Social Transformation (Chicago: University 
of Chicago Press, 2005), 152–74. 

Week 10 (Nov. 9): Gender & Sexuality 

HS: “Epistemology,” “Foucault, Michel,” “Gender,” “Post-feminism,” and “Women’s history.” 

G&T: chapter 3 & 10. 
Tosh: chapter 10 (gender part). 

Joan W. Scott, "Gender: A Useful Category of Historical Analysis," American Historical Review 91, no. 5 (1986): 1053–75. 

Michel Foucault, History of Sexuality, reissue edition, Vol, 1: An Introduction (New York: Vintage Books, 1990), 77–131. 
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Block Week: No classes between Nov. 12 & 17 

Week 11 (Nov. 23): Morality, Emotions & History 

HS: “Agency/structure,” “Ethical turn,” “Hermeneutics,” “Intentionality,” and “Relativism.” 

G&T: chapter 15. 

Dominick LaCapra, “Representing the Holocaust: Reflections on the Historians' Debate,” in Probing the Limits of Representation: 
Nazism and the "Final Solution", ed. Saul Friedlander (Cambridge: Harvard UP, 1992), 108-127. 

George Cotkin, “History's Moral Turn,” Journal of the History of Ideas 69, no. 2 (2008): 293-315. 

Week 12 (Nov. 30): Racism, Imperialism & Postcolonialism 

HS: “Objectivity,” “Postcolonial history,” and “Race.” 

G&T: chapter 12. 

Tosh: chapter 10 (postcolonialism part) 

Said, Orientalism, Introduction, Chapter 1, parts I, III, and IV, Chapter 3, parts I and II, pp. 325-328. 

Dipesh Chakrabarty, “Provincializaing Europe: Postcolonial Thought and Historical Difference (2000),” in The Nature of History 
Reader, ed. Keith Jenkins and Alun Munslow (London: Routledge, 2004), 191–97. 

Week 13 (Dec. 7): Memory & the Future 

G&T: chapter 7, 14 & Conclusion. 

Tosh, chapters 11 & 12. 

Daniel J. Cohen and Roy Rosenzweig, “Digital History | Exploring the History Web,” accessed August 14, 2018, 
http://chnm.gmu.edu/digitalhistory/exploring/3.php. Pick one chapter of this online book or find something similar 
elsewhere. Prepare to discuss how you think that digital history might (or might not) transform historical scholarship. 

 
 

 
 


