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HTST 633.01 
 

 
Winter 2019 

SS 639 / Fridays 14:00 – 16:45   

European Demographobia: 
Population Crises and Citizenship 
since the French Revolution  

Instructor: Dr. A. Timm 

E-Mail: atimm@ucalgary.ca 
Phone: 403-220-6411 
Office: SS 630 
Office Hours: MW 2-3pm , F 10-11am  
                       & by appointment 

   

 

 

Course Description 

This course investigates European history through the lens of fears about 
demographic change. We are accustomed to describing Europe in terms of national 
boundaries. Even when we acknowledge that those boundaries have been violently 
produced, narratives of political and international history have tended to efface the 
artificiality of the political structures that turned some Europeans into rights-
bearing citizens and others into marginalized outsiders. Dramatic processes of 
urbanization, colonization, and industrialization disrupted local communities and 
produced both in- and out-migration. The political upheavals of revolution and war 
contributed to demographic catastrophes and redefinitions of belonging in all 
European countries. Massive displacements of people and the disruption and 
frequent destruction of family life produced fears that fed new scientific and 
political theories of race and nationality. With examples from various European 
and colonial contexts, this course will explore how demographic disruption and the 
fear that it produced helped shaped Europe, leaving lasting legacies that provide the 
background for current migration policies and crises. 

 

Course Policies 

• All written assignments must be submitted in PDF form to D2L.  

• You must bring readings to class (either in print or digital form). I want to 
see that you have marked up your readings, highlighting key passages and 
preparing key points for discussion in class. You will only be able to 
appropriately engage in seminar discussion if you can refer directly to the 
readings. Not doing so will negatively affect your participation mark. 

 

 
Purchase at Bookstore: 
Nicholas Stargardt, Witnesses of War: 
Children’s Lives Under the Nazis (New 
York, 2005). 

Mark Mazower, Dark Continent: 
Europe’s Twentieth Century (New 
York: Vintage Books, 1998). 

Doug Saunders, Arrival City: The Final 
Migration and Our Next World 
(Toronto: Vintage Canada, 2010). 

 

Due Dates & Weighting 

Throughout term 

Class Participation: 20% 

Individually Scheduled, weeks 2–6 

Oral Book Review: 10% 

March 13, upload to D2L by 9 pm 

Written Book Review:  15% 

March 27, upload to D2L by 9 pm 

Paper Draft: P/F 

April 6 (verbal), April 8 (written) 

Peer Review:  10% 

April 26, upload to D2L by 9 pm 

Term Paper:  45% 
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Course Requirements 
Class Participation:  
The success of any seminar rests on the active participation of all participants. I expect students to respect others and to 
contribute to productive, scholarly debate. In general, your grade for this component of the class will depend less on the 
frequency of your contributions than on their quality, but if you do not speak you will not do well on this component of the 
course. Please come talk to me early if you have any concerns about your ability to participate. While students who consistently 
let others take the risk of voicing opinions on complicated issues will not receive full participation marks, those who attempt to 
dominate discussion without letting others be heard will also be penalized. Differences of opinion and even adversarial 
argumentation are unavoidable aspects of scholarly debate. But I will not tolerate personal attacks, veiled insinuations, or 
claims to moral and/or scholarly superiority. (See also note about bringing readings to class under “Course Policies” above.) 

Oral Book Review:  
Students will choose a book relevant to one of the themes listed below and present an oral book review between weeks 2 and 6. 
The book must be a monograph (not a collection of essays, a popular book, or a textbook) that has been published in the last 
ten years. Your presentation should be conceived as a way of enriching the discussion by adding a dimension from beyond the 
required readings. The goal is to prompt some discussion or debate in the class, so please make some connection to the required 
readings and end with a question for the class to discuss. These reviews should be delivered freely from notes (not read), but 
they should follow the general format and style of a scholarly book review. Plan to speak no more than 15 minutes. I will 
provide a general instruction sheet for writing scholarly book reviews on D2L. 

Book Review  
A second book review (on a different book and subject than your oral review) will be due on March 13.  

Term Paper Draft 
Students must make an appointment with me between weeks 6 and 8 to discuss their term paper topics. In preparation for this 
meeting, I expect you to have zeroed in on at least a general area of interest. You should have conducted a preliminary library 
search (including materials that you might need to ILL), and you should bring a bibliography to the meeting. A draft of your 
paper is due on D2L by 9 pm on March 27. The draft itself will not be formally graded, but failure to turn one in will result in 

an automatic deduction of half a letter grade from the mark for your paper. Make your draft as complete as possible. It is 
acceptable to have a section or two outlined in point form, but the argument and the documentation should all be there so that I 
and your fellow students can understand where the essay is going and how you are making your case.  

Peer Review & Critique 
All students must read all paper drafts in preparation for class on April 6. Each of you will also be assigned another student’s 
draft to formally critique. Mark up the paper that you are reviewing using “Track Changes” in Word or some similar editing 
function. (Do not handwrite comments, since we will be circulating things electronically.) Peer reviews will then be orally 
presented in class on April 6, followed by the author’s response and general discussion. Peer reviews should be about 5 minutes 
long (or 2 double-spaced pages). They must be turned in – along with the marked-up version of the paper reviewed – on D2L by 
April 8. Please note that I expect effort in providing truly constructive criticism. You may feel that you are helping by providing 
extensive praise, but the point is to help your fellow student produce an improved draft on the basis of feedback. 

Term Paper: Research or Historiographic  
Students will choose their own topics, which may be research focused (including the use of primary sources) or historiographic 
(explorations of major debates within European history). I will show flexibility on the subject matter, but topics should touch on 
citizenship, demographic change or population management broadly conceived and they must be about Europe or European 
colonial activity. Given the nature of the course, comparative topics are encouraged, though not mandatory. I expect 
meticulous attention to footnoting and other writing conventions at the graduate level. If you do not yet own a copy of The 
Chicago Manual of Style, I recommend taking advantage of the free month of access to the online version (http://press-
booksweb.uchicago.edu/MOSSSF/FreeTrial.aspx). Using an older edition would also be fine. Any academic dishonesty will 
be punished according to Faculty policy. Please refer to the university calendar, the History Student’s Handbook, and the Writing 
Advice section of my web site for clarifications. You must include the plagiarism statement that I will provide on D2L on the 
title page of your essay. Final drafts must be uploaded to the dropbox on D2L by 6 pm on April 26. 
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Important Departmental, Faculty, and University Information 

Department Twitter @ucalgaryhist  

Faculty of Arts Program Advising and Student Information Resources: 
• Have a question, but not sure where to start? The Arts Students Centre (ASC) is your information resource for 

everything in Arts! Drop in at Social Sciences 102, call 403-220-3580, or email artsads@ucalgary.ca. For detailed 
information on common academic concerns, you can also visit the Faculty of Arts website at 
http://arts.ucalgary.ca/undergraduate. 

• For program planning and advice, contact the Arts Students Centre (ASC) in SS 102, call 403-220-3580, email 
artsads@ucalgary.ca, or visit http://arts.ucalgary.ca/advising.  

• For registration issues, paying fees and assistance with your Student Centre, contact Enrolment Services at 403-210-
ROCK (7625), visit the office in the MacKimmie Library Block (MLB) or their website at 
http://www.ucalgary.ca/registrar/. 

Writing: 
This course will include written assignments. Faculty policy directs that all written assignments (including, although to a lesser 
extent, written exam responses) will be assessed at least partly on writing skills. Writing skills include not only surface 
correctness (grammar, punctuation, sentence structure, etc.) but also general clarity and organization. Research papers must be 
properly documented. 

Writing Support: 
Students are also encouraged to use Writing Support Services and other Student Success Centre Services, located on the 3rd 
floor of the Taylor Family Digital Library (TFDL). Writing Support Services assist with a variety of assignments, from essays to 
lab reports. Students can book 30-minute one-on-one appointments online, sign up for 15-minute drop-in appointments, and 
register for a variety of writing workshops. For more information on this and other Student Success Centre services, please visit 
www.ucalgary.ca/ssc. 

Copyright: 
The University of Calgary has opted out of the Access Copyright Interim Tariff proposed by the Copyright Board. This means 
that instructors in all University of Calgary courses will strictly adhere to Copyright Act regulations and the educational 
exceptions permitted by the Act for both print and digital course material. What this simply means is that no copyrighted 
material may be placed on course D2L or web sites without the prior permission of the copyright holders. In some cases, this 
may mean that instructors will require you to purchase a print course pack from the University of Calgary bookstore or that you 
will have to consult books on reserve at the library. For more information on the University of Calgary’s copyright policy, see 
http://library.ucalgary.ca/copyright.  

Red Box Policy: 
Essays and other assignments may be handed in to the red box located outside of the History Department office (Social 
Sciences, Room 656). Please include the following information on your assignment: 1) course name and number, 2) instructor, 
3) your name and 4) your student number. Assignments received after 4:00 p.m. will be date stamped with the date of the next 
business day. We do not time stamp any papers. Please do not bring your paper into the office to be stamped. The box is 
emptied promptly at 8:30 a.m. and at 4:00 p.m. Monday to Friday. 

Departmental Grading System for Graduate courses: 
The following percentage-to-letter grade conversion scheme has been adopted for use in graduate courses.  

Grade Percentage Description 
A+ 
A 

90-100  
85-89 

good to excellent  

A- 
B+ 

80-84 
77-79 

acceptable to good 

B 73-76 marginal to acceptable 
B- 
C+ 

70-72 
67-69 

unacceptable to marginal 

C 63-66 unacceptable 
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Plagiarism: 
Plagiarism occurs when one submits or presents one’s work in a course, or ideas and/or passages in a written piece of work, as 
if it were one’s own work done expressly for that particular course, when, in fact, it is not. As noted in The History Student’s 
Handbook  (http://hist.ucalgary.ca/sites/hist.ucalgary.ca/files/history_students_handbook_2015.pdf ), plagiarism may take several 
forms: 

• Failure to cite sources properly may be considered plagiarism. This could include quotations, and wording used from 
another source but not acknowledged.  

• Borrowed, purchased, and/or ghostwritten papers are considered plagiarism, as is submitting one's own work for more 
than one course without the permission of the instructor(s) involved.  

• Extensive paraphrasing of one or a few sources is also considered plagiarism, even when notes are used, unless the 
essay is a critical analysis of those works.  

• The use of notes does not justify the sustained presentation of another author’s language and ideas as one’s own.  
Plagiarism is a serious academic offence and written work that appears to contain plagiarized passages will not be graded. All 
such work will be reported to the Faculty of Arts’ associate deans of students who will apply the penalties specified in the 
University of Calgary Calendar. 

Universal Student Ratings of Instruction (USRI): 
At the University of Calgary, feedback provided by students through the Universal Student Ratings of Instruction survey 
provides valuable information to help with evaluating instruction, enhancing learning and teaching, and selecting courses 
(www.ucalgary.ca/usri). Your responses make a difference. Please participate in USRI surveys. 

Academic Accommodations (implemented July 1, 2015):  
The student accommodation policy can be found at: ucalgary.ca/access/accommodations/policy. 

Students needing an Accommodation because of a Disability or medical condition should communicate this need to Student 
Accessibility Services in accordance with the Procedure for Accommodations for Students with 
Disabilities ucalgary.ca/policies/files/policies/student-accommodation-policy. 

Students needing an Accommodation based on a Protected Ground other than Disability, should communicate this need, 
preferably in writing, to the course instructor.  

Campus Resources for Mental Health: 
The University of Calgary recognizes the pivotal role that student mental health plays in physical health, social connectedness 
and academic success, and aspires to create a caring and supportive campus community where individuals can freely talk about 
mental health and receive supports when needed. We encourage you to explore the excellent mental health resources available 
throughout the university community, such as counselling, self-help resources, peer support or skills-building available through 
the SU Wellness Centre (Room 370, MacEwan Student Centre, https://www.ucalgary.ca/wellnesscentre/services/mental-
health-services) and the Campus Mental Health Strategy website (http://www.ucalgary.ca/mentalhealth/). 

Other Useful Information: 
1. Faculty of Arts Representatives: 403-220-6551, arts1@su.ucalgary.ca, arts2@su.ucalgary.ca, arts3@su.ucalgary.ca, 

arts4@su.ucalgary.ca. 
2. Campus Security & Safewalk: 403-220-5333, http://www.ucalgary.ca/security/safewalk 
3. Freedom of Information: http://www.ucalgary.ca/legalservices/foip/foip-hia 
4. Emergency Evacuation Assembly Points: http://www.ucalgary.ca/emergencyplan/assemblypoints  
5. Student Union Information: http://www.su.ucalgary.ca/ 
6. Graduate Student Association: http://www.ucalgary.ca/gsa/ 
7. Student Ombudsman Office: http://www.ucalgary.ca/provost/students/ombuds  
8. Registration Changes and Exemption Requests: https://www.ucalgary.ca/registrar/registration/appeals  

Winter 2019 
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Reading Schedule 

NOTE: Go to D2L to find links or PDFs. I have formatted all texts to optimize them for online reading This means that you 
can digitally highlight text (though in some cases the OCR will not be good enough to copy text accurately). If you want to do 
your reading on paper, which is actually a very good idea, I highly recommend printing two pages to one page to simulate 
reading a photocopied book and to save paper. You can set this form of printing in any program you use to print PDFs. If you 
need help doing this, ask me in class. 

Week 1 (Jan. 11): Introduction  

Matthew Connelly, Fatal Misconception: The Struggle to Control World Population (Cambridge: Belknap Press of Harvard 
University Press, 2010), 1–17. 

Week 2 (Jan. 18):  Levée en masse: Defining Citizenship in the French Revolution 

Alan Forrest, “La patrie en danger: The French Revolution and the First Levée en masse,” in The People in Arms: Military Myth 
and National Mobilization Since the French Revolution, ed. Daniel Moran and Arthur Waldron (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2003), 8–32. 

Jennifer Ngaire Heuer, “Citizenship, the French Revolution, and the Limits of Martial Masculinity,” in Gender and Citizenship in 
Historical and Transnational Perspective: Agency, Space, Borders, ed. Rachel G. Fuchs & Anne Epstein (London: Palgrave, 
2016), 19–38. 

Ute Frevert, “Citizens at War” Traitors and Internal Enemies,” in Democratic Citizenship and War, ed. Yoav Peled et al. 
(London: Routledge, 2014), 100–114. 

Week 3 (Jan. 25): Iron Law of Population: Malthus 

Thomas Robert Malthus, An Essay on the Principle of Population (1798-1826). http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/4239  

Alison Bashford and Joyce E. Chaplin, The New Worlds of Thomas Robert Malthus: Rereading the “Principle of Population” 
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2016), Introduction and Chapter 1 (1-53). 

Week 4 (Feb. 1): Darwinism, Eugenics, and Social Darwinism  

Diane Paul, “Darwin, Social Darwinism and Eugenics,” in Cambridge Companion to Darwin, ed. Jonathan Hodge and Gregory 
Radick (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003), 214–39. 

Barbara Harlow and Mia Carter, eds., Archives of Empire: Volume 2. The Scramble for Africa (Durham and London: Duke 
University Press, 2003). The following excerpts: Introduction (13-15); Joseph Conrad, “Excerpts from Heart of Darkness” 
(20-21); G. W. F. Hegel, "Africa" (21-28); Count Joseph Arthur Gobineau, “Moral and Intellectual Characteristics of the 
Three Great Varieties” (143-153); Charles Darwin, "Struggle for Existence" (153-159); Charles Darwin, "On the 
Formation of the Races of Man" (160-166); Count Joseph Arthur Gobineau, "Influence of Christianity upon Moral and 
Intellectual Diversity of Races" (319-328). 

Norbert Finzsch, “‘It Is Scarcely Possible to Conceive That Human Beings Could Be so Hideous and Loathsome’: Discourses 
of Genocide in Eighteenth- and Nineteenth-Century America and Australia,” Patterns of Prejudice 39, no. 2 (2005): 97–115. 

Week 5 (Feb. 8): Colonialism  

Jürgen Osterhammel, “Mobilities,” in The Transformation of the World: A Global History of the Nineteenth Century, trans. Patrick 
Camiller (Princeton Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2014), 117–66. 

Catherine Hall, “Prologue: The Making of an Imperial Man,” in Civilising Subjects: Metropole and Colony in the English Imagination 
1830-1867 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2002), 23–66. 

Anthony Pagden, “Empire, Race, and Nation,” in Peoples and Empires: A Short History of European Migration, Exploration, 
and Conquest, from Greece to the Present (New York: The Modern Library, 2001), 129–52. 

Barbara Harlow and Mia Carter, eds., Archives of Empire. The following excerpts: Thomas Carlyle, “The Nigger Question,” 
(108-134); Charles Dickens, “The Noble Savage” (134-139); and Rudyard Kipling, “How the Leopard Got His Spots,” 
(232-237). 
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Week 6 (Feb. 15): Pronatalism and Racialized Citizenship 
Elisa Camiscioli, “Producing Citizens, Reproducing the ‘French Race’: Immigration, Demography, and Pronatalism in Early 

Twentieth-Century France,” Gender & History 13, no. 3 (2001): 593–621. 

C. Alison McIntosh, “The Rise of Twentieth-Century Pronatalism,” International Journal of Politics 12, no. 3 (1982): 42–80. 
Note: we are only reading a portion of what is a very long journal article! 

Mark Mazower, “Empires, Nations, Minorities,” in Dark Continent: Europe’s Twentieth Century (New York: Vintage, 1998), 40–76. 

Spring Break: Feb. 18-24 

Week 7 (March 1): Total War: WWI 

Roger Chickering, “Total War: The Use and Abuse of a Concept,” in Anticipating Total War: The German and American 
Experiences, ed. Manfred F. Boemke, Roger Chickering, and Stig Förster (Cambridge and New York: German Historical 
Institute and Cambridge University Press, 1999), 3–28. 

Maureen Healy, “The ‘Fatherless Society’: Home-Front Men and Imperial Paternalism,” in Vienna and the Fall of the Habsburg 
Empire: Total War and Everyday Life in World War I (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), 258–299. 

Elisabeth Domansky, “Militarization and Reproduction in World War I Germany,” in Society, Culture, and the State in Germany, 
1870-1930, ed. Geoff Eley (Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press, 1996), 427–63. 

Week 8 (March 8): Interwar Demography 

Mark Mazower, “Healthy Bodies, Sick Bodies,” in Dark Continent: Europe’s Twentieth Century (New York: Vintage, 1998), 77–105. 

Carl Ipsen, Dictating Demography: The Problem of Population in Fascist Italy (Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University 
Press, 1996), Introduction & Ch. 4. 

“Stoecker, Helene (1869–1943)”, Encyclopedia.Com.” 

Helene Stöcker, “War and Malthusianism,” in Report of the Fifth International Neo-Malthusian and Birth Control Conference, 
Kingsway Hall, London, July 11th to 14th, 1922 (London: William Heinemann (Medical Books) Ltd., 1922), 186–92.  

Helene Stöcker, “The Need for Birth Control in Germany,” in International Aspects of Birth Control: The Sixth International Neo-
Malthusian and Birth Control Conference, ed. Margaret Sanger (New York: American Birth Control League, 1925), 124–33. 

Week 9 (March 15): Children and War 

Nicholas Stargardt, Witnesses of War: Children’s Lives Under the Nazis (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2005). 

Week 10 (March 22): Total War: WWII 

Götz Aly, “The Dream of a ‘People’s Empire’,” and “Profits for the People,” in Hitler’s Beneficiaries: Plunder, Racial War, and the 
Nazi Welfare State (New York: Metropolitan Books, Henry Holt and Co., 2006), 13–35 and 94–134. 

Annette F. Timm, “Biopolitics, Demographobia, and Individual Freedom: Lessons from Germany’s Century of Extremes,” in 
Reproducing States: Global Perspectives on the Invention and Implementation of Population Policy, ed. Rickie Solinger and Mie 
Nakachi (Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 2016), 33–62. 

Michael R. Marrus, “The Postwar Era,” in The Unwanted: European Refugees in the Twentieth Century (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1985), 296-346. 

Week 11 (March 29): Post-War Economics and Migration 

Panikos Panayi, “Xenophobia and Racism,” in An Immigration History of Britain: Multicultural Racism since 1800 (Harlow and 
New York: Routledge, 2009), 200–258. 

Jim House and Neil MacMaster, “Papon and the Colonial Origins of Police Violence,” in Paris 1961: Algerians, State Terror, and 
Memory (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009), 33–60. 

Tara Zahra, “Work Will Set You Free,” Ch. 5 in The Great Departure: Mass Migration from Eastern Europe and the Making of the 
Free World (New York: WW Norton, 2017). 
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Week 12 (April 5): Sexual Revolution and Population Bomb 
Annette F. Timm and Joshua A. Sanborn, “The Long Sexual Revolution,” in Gender, Sex and the Shaping of Modern Europe: A 

History from the French Revolution to the Present Day, 2nd ed. (London: Bloomsbury Publishing, 2016), 213–65.  

Paul R. Ehrlich and Anne H. Ehrlich, “The Population Bomb Revisited,” The Electronic Journal of Sustainable Development 1, no. 
3 (2009): 5–14. 

Alison Bashford, “Universal Rights? Population Control and the Powers of Reproductive Freedom,” in Global Population: 
History, Geopolitics, and Life on Earth (New York: Columbia University Press, 2014), 328–54. 

Week 13 (April 12): Islam & the Current Migration Crisis 
Doug Saunders, Arrival City: The Final Migration and Our Next World (Toronto: Vintage Canada, 2010). You may focus on the 

sections of the book that you find most interesting, but please read at least half of it. 

Your own search of newspaper articles on current migration crises in Europe. I will ask each one of you to report on this, so 
please don’t forget to look for something! 

 
   

 


