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The Faculty of Arts 

The Department of History 

History 655: Classics of Strategy 

Winter 2020 

Instructor: Dr. John R. Ferris 

Telephone:  220-6407 

Email: ferris@ucalgary.ca 

Room: SS 640 

Office Hours: TBA 

Class Time: T 16:00 – 18:45 

Location: SS 613 

Introduction. This course will introduce students to “strategy”, both as theories about how to 
understand and practice statecraft and war, and as concepts which guide the thinking and behaviour of 
states, statesmen and commanders in power politics and war. The aim is to illuminate praxis, or the 
interrelationship between theory and practice. Core readings for the class include the two most 
important classical texts of strategy, by Sun Tzu and Carl von Clausewitz, and the two best contemporary 
works of strategy, by Colin Gray and Michael Handel. Case studies range from power politics and war in 
ancient China to the contemporary use of cyber, and studies in naval and air strategy, guerrilla 
warfare/counter-insurgency, and nuclear “deterrence”. These books and case studies enable students to 
consider how far strategy is a unitary matter, or one divided into national or cultural schools ( “eastern” 
vs. ”western”, British or German “ways of war”) and how far classical theories like those of Clausewitz or 
Sun Tzu can be applied to warfare at sea or in space, or to different sorts of competitions than statecraft 
and war, such as economics, law, politics and sport.          

Learning Outcomes: 

Participants in this course will have an opportunity to study and compare classical works in strategy, and 
to learn how statesmen and commanders have applied strategy over the past 2500 years. They will have 
a chance to understand the praxis which guides the effect of strategy on decisions, and the complex, 
and often seemingly contradictory, ways in which these theories are applied to action in different 
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competitions, ranging from diplomacy and war, to politics and sport. Students should acquire a strong 
grasp of “strategy”, a matter which affects the lives of individuals, and the success of states.     

Required Textbooks: 

Michael Handel, Masters of War, Third, Revised and Expanded Edition, 2001.  

Colin Gray, The Strategy Bridge, Theory for Practice, ( OUP, 2010)  

Carl von Clausewitz, On War, ( ed. Michael Howard and Peter Paret), ( Princeton University Press, 1976,  

Sun Tzu ( translator Ralph Sawyer), The Art of War. ( Westview Press. 1994)  

All students are expected to have a basic knowledge of military history, especially of the areas addressed 
in seminars: Christon Archer, John Ferris,  Holger Herwig, and  Tim Travers, A World History of Warfare, ( 
University of Nebraska Press, 2001), is a useful introduction to these topics, as are many other works. 

Evaluation: 

Grading. A grade will be assigned for class participation, both in the general lectures and in the 
tutorials/seminars, which naturally will be affected by attendance. All students will be assigned brief  
statements in some meetings, which count toward class participation. Students also will complete one 
long ( 25 minute) oral report, for which they will receive a separate grade. All students also will 
complete a long ( 5000 to 7000 word) paper on some aspect of the theory or history of strategy, which 
will make use of primary sources and the advanced secondary literature.  

Class Participation: 25%.  

Oral Reports: 25% 

Term Paper, topic selected after consultation with instructor, due last day of class: 50%.  

 

Course Structure:  

Week One. Introduction to Strategy.   

Students will prepare TWO five minute presentations, one on any aspect of the texts by Colin Gray and 
Michael Handel, and another on any aspect of the texts by Carl von Clausewitz and Sun Tzu.   

 

Week Two. Ancient Chinese Warfare.  

Students will present one five minute presentation, on any aspect of Sun Tzu, or war and strategy in 
ancient China.   



Page 3 of 8 
 

Readings: Ralph Sawyer, Ancient Chinese Warfare, ( Credo, 2015) ( available digitally through library).  

 

Week Three. The Peloponnesian War, and Ancient Western Warfare.  

Readings: Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War.  You can use any text, whether printed or on line, but 
Robert B. Strassler (ed), The Landmark Thucydides, (Simon and Schuster, New York, 1996), is the best. 

 Students will present a five minute presentation on any aspect of Thucydides, the Peloponnesian war, 
or ancient western warfare and strategy. 

   

Week Four. Byzantine Grand Strategy 

Edward Luttwak, The Grand Strategy of the Byzantine Empire, Library, RESERVE 

( Oral Report, Colin Imber, The Ottoman Empire, 1300-1650: The Structure of Power).  

 

Week Five. Early Modern Warfare and Strategy.   

Readings: Geoffrey Parker, The Grand Strategy of Philip II ,Library,  RESERVE 

( Oral Report;  

 

Week Six. Strategy and Seapower 

Julian Corbett, Some Principles of Maritime Strategy, https://www.gutenberg.org/files/15076/15076-
h/15076-h.htm  

A.T.  Mahan, The Influence of Seapower upon History, 1660-1783, 
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/13529/13529-h/13529-h.htm  

 

Week Seven. The Napoleonic Era.  

Clausewitz, On War;  Clausewitz, The Russian Campaign of 1812, 
https://books.google.ca/books?hl=en&lr=&id=O7o5AQAAMAAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PA1&dq=clausewitz,+camp
aign+of+1812&ots=0bgzUaG_bM&sig=KcVPwYtt-
iU6CyZglxnRjGI0iJ8&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=clausewitz%2C%20campaign%20of%201812&f=false 
and Baron de Jomini,  The Art of War, https://www.gutenberg.org/files/13549/13549-h/13549-h.htm  

Oral Report: D.G. Chandler, The Campaigns of Napoleon. 

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/15076/15076-h/15076-h.htm
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/15076/15076-h/15076-h.htm
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/13529/13529-h/13529-h.htm
https://books.google.ca/books?hl=en&lr=&id=O7o5AQAAMAAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PA1&dq=clausewitz,+campaign+of+1812&ots=0bgzUaG_bM&sig=KcVPwYtt-iU6CyZglxnRjGI0iJ8&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=clausewitz%2C%20campaign%20of%201812&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?hl=en&lr=&id=O7o5AQAAMAAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PA1&dq=clausewitz,+campaign+of+1812&ots=0bgzUaG_bM&sig=KcVPwYtt-iU6CyZglxnRjGI0iJ8&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=clausewitz%2C%20campaign%20of%201812&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?hl=en&lr=&id=O7o5AQAAMAAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PA1&dq=clausewitz,+campaign+of+1812&ots=0bgzUaG_bM&sig=KcVPwYtt-iU6CyZglxnRjGI0iJ8&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=clausewitz%2C%20campaign%20of%201812&f=false
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/13549/13549-h/13549-h.htm
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Week Eight.  Strategy and The Second World War.  

Readings: John Ferris and Evan Mawdsley (eds), The Cambridge History of the Second World War, 
Volume One, Fighting the War, CUP, 2015. Library, RESERVE.  

 

Week Nine. Strategy, Airpower and Strike Warfare;  

Colin Grey, Airpower for Strategic Effect, 
http://uploads.worldlibrary.net/uploads/pdf/20121024224747airpower_strategic_effect_pdf.pdf  ;  

Guilio Douhet, The Command of the Air, https://archive.org/details/dominiodellariae00unse ;  

Colonel Warden, “The Enemy as a System”, AirPower Journal, (9) Spring 1995, pp. 44-55, 
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Portals/10/ASPJ/journals/Volume-09_Issue-1-Se/1995_Vol9_No1.pdf.  

Oral Report, Tami Davis Biddle, Rhetoric and Reality in Strategic Air Warfare.  

 

Week Ten. Nuclear Strategy and Nuclear Deterrence.   

Lawrence Freedman, The Evolution of Nuclear Strategy, 4th ed. , 2019, Library, RESERVE, 

Bernard Brodie, Strategy in the Nuclear Age, RAND, 15 January 1959, 
https://www.rand.org/pubs/commercial_books/CB137-1.html 

 ( Oral Report, Edward Kaplan, To Kill Nations: American Strategy in the Air-Atomic Age and the Rise of 
Mutually Assured Destruction, Cornell University Press, 2015).  

 

Week Eleven. Irregular Warfare, Guerrilla Warfare, and Counter-Insurgency.  

Mao Zhedung, On Guerrilla Warfare ( 1937),  
https://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/mao/works/1937/guerrilla-warfare/index.htm 

( to be skimmed) Vo Nguyen Giap, People’s War, People’s Army, 
https://www.marxists.org/archive/giap/1961-pwpa.pdf 

C.E. Callwall, Small Wars: Their Principles and Practice ( 3rd. ed, 1906) 
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/23/Small_Wars-
_Their_principles_and_practice_%28C._E._Callwell%29.pdf 

http://uploads.worldlibrary.net/uploads/pdf/20121024224747airpower_strategic_effect_pdf.pdf
https://archive.org/details/dominiodellariae00unse
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Portals/10/ASPJ/journals/Volume-09_Issue-1-Se/1995_Vol9_No1.pdf
https://www.rand.org/pubs/commercial_books/CB137-1.html
https://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/mao/works/1937/guerrilla-warfare/index.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/giap/1961-pwpa.pdf
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/23/Small_Wars-_Their_principles_and_practice_%28C._E._Callwell%29.pdf
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/23/Small_Wars-_Their_principles_and_practice_%28C._E._Callwell%29.pdf
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( to be skimmed) US Army and US Marine Corps, Manual  FM-3-24, 15.12.2006, Counterinsurgency, 
https://fas.org/irp/doddir/army/fm3-24fd.pdf 

( Oral Report: Alexander Statiev, The Soviet Counterinsurgency in the Western Borderlands, CUP, 2010) 

 

Week Twelve. Strategy in Space and Cyber 

Howard Kleinberg, “On War in Space”, Astropolitics, 5/1, 2007, pp. 1-22,  
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14777620701544600 

Air Force Space Command, 5 September 2019, The Future of Space 2060 and Implications for U.S. 
Strategy: Report on the Space Futures Workshop, https://aerospace.csis.org/wp-
content/uploads/2019/09/Future-of-Space-2060-v2-5-Sep.pdf 

Eligar Sadeh, Space Strategy in the 21st Century: Theory and Practice, 2012, ( Library, RESERVE, to be 
skimmed), https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.ezproxy.lib.ucalgary.ca/lib/ucalgary-
ebooks/reader.action?docID=1125240 

John Arqilla and David Ronfeldt, “Cyberwar is Coming”, RAND, 1993, 
https://www.rand.org/pubs/reprints/RP223.html 

Thomas Kid, “Cyberwar will not Take Place”, The Journal of Strategic Studies, 35/1, 2012, pp 5-32,   
https://www-tandfonline-com.ezproxy.lib.ucalgary.ca/doi/full/10.1080/01402390.2011.608939 

 

Week Thirteen. Students will prepare one ten minute presentation on any issue addressed in this 
material on United States strategy in Afghanistan between 2001-19: The Washington Post, “The 
Afghanistan Papers”, 9—14 December 2019, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/investigations/afghanistan-papers/afghanistan-war-
confidential-documents/#nav. The remainder of the class will assess these issues from the perspectives 
of earlier discussions about strategy.    
 

--- 

Departmental Grading System: 

The following percentage-to-letter grade conversion scheme is used in all Canadian Studies, History, and 
Latin American Studies courses, except for HTST 200.  

https://fas.org/irp/doddir/army/fm3-24fd.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14777620701544600
https://aerospace.csis.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Future-of-Space-2060-v2-5-Sep.pdf
https://aerospace.csis.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Future-of-Space-2060-v2-5-Sep.pdf
https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.ezproxy.lib.ucalgary.ca/lib/ucalgary-ebooks/reader.action?docID=1125240
https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.ezproxy.lib.ucalgary.ca/lib/ucalgary-ebooks/reader.action?docID=1125240
https://www.rand.org/pubs/reprints/RP223.html
https://www-tandfonline-com.ezproxy.lib.ucalgary.ca/doi/full/10.1080/01402390.2011.608939
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/investigations/afghanistan-papers/afghanistan-war-confidential-documents/#nav
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/investigations/afghanistan-papers/afghanistan-war-confidential-documents/#nav
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Percentage Letter 
Grade 

Grade 
Point 
Value 

Description 

90-100 A+ 4.00 Outstanding performance 

85-89 A 4.00 Excellent performance 

80-84 A- 3.70 Approaching excellent performance 

77-79 B+ 3.30 Exceeding good performance 

73-76 B 3.00 Good performance 

70-72 B- 2.70 Approaching good performance 

67-69 C+ 2.30 Exceeding satisfactory performance 

63-66 C 2.00 Satisfactory performance 

60-62 C- 1.70 Approaching satisfactory performance. 

56-59 D+ 1.30 Marginal pass. Insufficient preparation for subsequent 
courses in the same subject 

50-55 D 1.00 Minimal Pass. Insufficient preparation for subsequent 
courses in the same subject. 

0-49 F 0 Failure. Did not meet course requirements. 

 

Program Advising and Student Information Resources: 

• For program advising in the Faculty of Arts, contact the Arts Students Centre (ASC) in SS 102, call 
403-220-3580, email artsads@ucalgary.ca, or book an appointment with an ASC advisor at 
https://arts.ucalgary.ca/current-students/undergraduate.  

• For further information on academic advising and degree planning for arts students, see 
https://arts.ucalgary.ca/current-students/undergraduate/academic-advising. 

• For registration issues, paying fees, and assistance with MyUofC, contact Enrolment Services in 
MacKimmie Tower Room 116, call 403-210-ROCK (7625), or visit 
http://www.ucalgary.ca/registrar/. 

• Attention history majors: History 300 is a required course for all history majors. You should 
normally take it in your second year. 

• Registration Changes and Exemption Requests: 
https://www.ucalgary.ca/registrar/registration/appeals  

 

mailto:artsads@ucalgary.ca
https://arts.ucalgary.ca/current-students/undergraduate
https://arts.ucalgary.ca/current-students/undergraduate/academic-advising
http://www.ucalgary.ca/registrar/
https://www.ucalgary.ca/registrar/registration/appeals
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Red Box Policy: 

Essays and other assignments may be handed in to the red box located outside of the History 
Department office (Social Sciences, Room 656). Please include the following information on your 
assignment: 1) course name and number, 2) instructor, 3) your name, and 4) your student number. 
Assignments received after 4:00 p.m. are date stamped the next business day. We do not time stamp 
any papers. Please do not bring your paper into the office to be stamped. The box is emptied at 4:00 
p.m. Monday to Friday.  

 

Plagiarism: 

Plagiarism occurs when one submits or presents one’s work in a course, or ideas and/or passages in a 
written piece of work, as if it were one’s own work done expressly for that particular course, when, in 
fact, it is not. Please see The History Student’s Handbook.  

Plagiarism may take several forms: 

• Failing to cite sources properly  
• Submitting borrowed, purchased, and/or ghostwritten papers 
• Submitting one's own work for more than one course without the permission of the instructor(s) 

involved  
• Extensive paraphrasing of one or a few sources, even when reference properly, unless the essay 

is a critical analysis of those works  
Plagiarism is a serious academic offence, and written work that appears to contain plagiarized passages 
will not be graded. All such work will be reported to the Faculty of Arts’ associate deans of students who 
will apply the penalties specified in the University of Calgary Calendar, Section K. 

 

Academic Accommodations (implemented July 1, 2015):  

The student accommodation policy can be found at: ucalgary.ca/access/accommodations/policy. 

Students needing an accommodation because of a disability or medical condition should contact 
Student Accessibility Services (https://www.ucalgary.ca/access/) in accordance with the Procedure for 
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities ucalgary.ca/policies/files/policies/student-
accommodation-policy. 

Students needing an accommodation based on a protected ground other than disability should contact, 
preferably in writing, the course instructor.  

 

Copyright: 

https://hist.ucalgary.ca/sites/hist.ucalgary.ca/files/history-students-handbook-2019.pdf
https://www.ucalgary.ca/pubs/calendar/current/k.html
http://www.ucalgary.ca/access/accommodations/policy
https://www.ucalgary.ca/access/
http://www.ucalgary.ca/policies/files/policies/student-accommodation-policy.pdf
http://www.ucalgary.ca/policies/files/policies/student-accommodation-policy.pdf
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The University of Calgary has opted out of the Access Copyright Interim Tariff proposed by the Copyright 
Board. Therefore, instructors in all University of Calgary courses will strictly adhere to Copyright Act 
regulations and the educational exceptions permitted by the Act for both print and digital course 
material. No copyrighted material may be placed on course D2L or web sites without the prior 
permission of the copyright holders. In some cases, this may mean that instructors will require you to 
purchase a print course pack from the University of Calgary bookstore or consult books on reserve at the 
library. For more information on the University of Calgary’s copyright policy, see 
http://library.ucalgary.ca/copyright.  

 

Other Useful Information: 

• Department Twitter @ucalgaryhist   

Please see https://www.ucalgary.ca/registrar/registration/course-outlines for information on: 

• Wellness and Mental Health 
• Student Success 
• Student Ombuds Office 
• Student Union (SU) Information 
• Graduate Students’ Association (GSA) Information 
• Emergency Evacuation/Assembly Points 
• Safewalk 

          Winter 2020 

 

http://library.ucalgary.ca/copyright
https://www.ucalgary.ca/registrar/registration/course-outlines

