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COURSE SCOPE AND OBJECTIVES 

 

Qualitative research methods span a variety of approaches to data collection influenced by the 

common desire to assemble in-depth accounts of the lived human experience. For instance, 

sociologists have studied a full spectrum of social groups and social life using qualitative 

methods, including athletes, criminals, delinquents and ‘deviants’, doctors and nurses, and 

victims of illness, tragedy and other forms of human suffering. What such studies share in 

common is the desire to undertake what the ground-breaking Chicago School scholars of the 

early twentieth century called ‘appreciative’ research, thus producing what anthropologist 

Clifford Geertz termed ‘thick description’ -- that is, richly accurate portrayals that help us 

understand and bring to life the social group in question. In this way, qualitative methods are 

often used by sociologists in the exploration of how meaning and significance are attributed to 

everyday life within social groups, and how members articulate social experiences through such 

things as face-to-face interaction, language, symbols, images and actions. Of equal concern to 

qualitative sociologists are the processes by which power and forms of social stratification (such 

as age, status, gender and race) are embedded within social interactions.  Interfacing with two 

other Colima-based offerings (Sociology 401 and 501), this course encourages students to learn 

and practically implement one specific qualitative method -- participant observation (and 

observation in particular) -- to help ‘appreciate’ and ‘thickly describe’ aspects of Mexican culture 

and society. 

 

REQUIRED READING 

 

D. L. Jorgensen (1989). Participant Observation: A Methodology for Human Studies. London: 

Sage. 

 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES  
 

1. A careful and punctual reading of the required material. NB: The Jorgensen book must be 

read in full before leaving for Mexico. This represents pre-session preparation. 
2. Attendance at all lectures and field trips; committed participation in all classroom activity. 

3. Advance notice to the instructor if unable to comply with this schedule in any way. 
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4. Students are advised to familiarize themselves with University regulations regarding 

plagiarism and academic dishonesty.  Cheating is regarded as a serious academic offence.  

The University Calendar provides a Statement of Intellectual Honesty and definitions and 

penalties associated with cheating, plagiarism, and other academic misconduct. 

5. Students who are having difficulty with the course are advised to contact the instructor 

immediately to discuss the situation. 

6. Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with changes (additions, deletions, 

shifts) to this outline made in class or in the field. 

7. Please note the following: 

 The Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy (FOIP) legislation disallows the 

practice of having students retrieve assignments from a public place, e.g., outside an 

instructor’s office or the Department main office. Term assignments must be returned to 

students individually, during class, or during the instructor’s office hours; if a student is 

unable to pick up her/his assignment, she/he may provide the instructor with a stamped, 

self-addressed envelope to be used for the return of the assignment. 

8.     Ethics Research: Students are advised that no ‘human subjects’ research of any kind 

beyond that pertaining to this course (i.e., a non-intrusive ‘observation’ exercise) is 

permitted.  

9.     Keep this outline. It will be your course reference throughout the term. Most of the 

 questions students ask are answered on it. No hard copies will be provided. 

 

EVALUATION 

 

Students will be evaluated in three ways in this course: 

 

1. Class presentation (20%). Date: TBA. 3-5 minute verbal presentation on your early 

fieldwork experiences. (What social phenomenon are you researching and why? Describe 

the setting, your plans, and your early experiences. Implement Jorgensen and the language 

of qualitative methods).  

2. Class participation (20%). Your contribution in the classroom and during field trips will be 

assessed.  

3. Part II of ‘Colima Report’ (60%). Date: Friday May 30. Six (6) page written report 

summarizing your methodological strategy and experiences from the field.   

  

* More information on all assignments will be made available ‘in the field’.  

      * All written submissions must be double spaced and 12 font. 

* They must be handed in at the start of class on the day they are due.  

* Do not use cover sheets. Use Headers or Titles (assignment/name/student no.) only. 

 

Unless submitted on time, the Colima Report will not be graded and thus the student will 

fail the course. 

 

GRADING SCALE 

 

A+ 95>, A 85-94, A- 80-84 

B+ 77-79, B 74-76, B- 70-73 

C+ 67-69, C 64-66, C- 60-63 

D+ 55-59, D 50-54 
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F <49 

 

 

 

 

 


