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Dr. Dort’s research program is focused on determining clinical outcomes in patients with head and neck 

cancer. Using a prospectively collected cohort (the Ohlson cohort) he follows patients longitudinally in 

order to better understand clinical outcomes in the context of 3 broad themes: the impact and influence of 

tumour biology as an independent predictor of clinical outcome; understanding the role of image 

processing as a tool for staging and prognostication in patients with head and neck cancer; and, 

understanding the utility and application of bioinformatics in head and neck cancer outcomes research. 

His program functions within the Ohlson Research Initiative (www.ohlsonresearch.ca) and his primary 

affiliation is with the Department of Surgery and the Southern Alberta Cancer Research Institute 

(SACRI). 

 

 

RESEARCH IN PROGRESS 

ROLE 

 

FUNDING AGENCY 

 
TITLE OF PROJECT 

 

2010/11 

ALLOCATION 

 

Principal 

Investigator 

Calgary Foundation 

 

Ohlson family fund in support of head, 

neck and pancreatic cancer 

 

250,000 

Site Principal 

Investigator 

Terry Fox Research 

Institute 

A randomized phase III study of the 

efficacy of FV-guided surgery in the 

management of early-stage oral cancer: 

A pan-Canadian initiative for oral 

cancer control 

 

40,500 

Co-

Investigator 

Alberta Ingenuity Centre 

for Machine Learning 

Machine learning and MR texture 

analysis to assess human papilloma 

virus (HPV) status in head and neck 

tumors 

 

100,000 

 Calgary Surgical 

Research Development 

Fund 

Post-op pulmonary complications after 

head and neck reconstructive surgery 

resident research project 

4,000 
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Research Topic: Prevalence and impact of the human papilloma virus (HPV) in oropharyngeal squamous 

cell carcinoma in Alberta 

 


