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Dr. Dixon’s research interests include the development of quality indicators of care for patients 

undergoing hepatic resection for metastatic colorectal cancer. He conducts clinical research, particularly 

in the area of hepato-pancreatico-biliary surgery. He uses administrative data to investigate issues such as 

disparities in access to care and surgical outcomes in different patient populations. He is also interested in 

using administrative data to measure wait times for cancer surgery in Canada. 

 

 

RESEARCH IN PROGRESS 

ROLE 

 

FUNDING AGENCY 

 

TITLE OF PROJECT 

 

2010/11 

ALLOCATION 

 

Principal 

Investigator 

Calgary Surgical Research 

Development Fund 

Laparoscopic cholecystectomy for acute 

calculous cholecystitis: How urgent is 

‘urgent’? 

 

2,300 

 M.S.I. Foundation Postoperative outcomes following colectomy 

in elderly ulcerative colitis patients 

 

ongoing 

 Canadian Institutes for 

Health Research 

Rates and waits for cancer surgery in 

Canada: Mixed method assessment 

 

82,338 

 Canadian Institutes for 

Health Research 

The development of a multi method template 

for health technology assessment of surgical 

procedures: Application to the case study of 

hepatic resection for colorectal metastatic 

disease 

 

ongoing 

 Calgary Surgical Research 

Development Fund 

The effects of call and call scheduling on 

general surgeons’ and general surgery 

residents’ perceived quality of life 

 

1,230 

Co-

Investigator 

M.S.I. Foundation Improving safety in the operating room: 

Evaluating implementation of the safe 

surgery checklist 

 

ongoing 

 Canadian Institutes for 

Health Research 

Effect of physician alternative payment plans 

on the completeness and validity of 

administrative data 

 

ongoing 

 Calgary Surgical Research 

Development Fund 

Harmonic scalpel vs. electrocautery in 

modified radical neck dissection: A single 

blinded prospective randomized trial 

ongoing 
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bowel neuroendocrine tumors. Journal of the American College of Surgeons 2010;211(5):620-7. 

 

Ball CG, Navsaria P, Kirkpatrick AW, Vercler C, Dixon E, Zink J, Laupland KB, Lowe M, Salomone JP, 
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Vollmer Jr CM, Dixon E. Intraductal papillary mucinous neoplasm: Coming of age. World Journal of 

Gastrointestinal Surgery 2010;2(10):299-305. 

 

Ball CG, Dixon E. The consensus statement on mixed martial arts: Emotion, not evidence-based. 

Canadian Journal of Surgery 2011;54(1):E1-2. 

 

Kirkpatrick AW, Papia G, McCloskey SA, Polk HC Jr, Akca O, Qadan M; Evidence Based Reviews in 

Surgery Group (including Dixon E). CAGS and ACS evidence based reviews in surgery. 36. Effect 

of high perioperative oxygen fraction on surgical site infection. Canadian Journal of Surgery 
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by high-volume surgeons is associated with decreased morbidity and mortality. Journal of 

Gastrointestinal Surgery 2011;15(4):541-50.  
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Preventing postoperative surgical site infection. Journal of the American College of Surgeons 
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Temple LK, Kennedy ED, Ko CY; Evidence Based Reviews in Surgery Group (including Dixon E). 
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GRADUATE STUDENT SUPERVISION 

 

Paul Renfrew, MSc student, Department of Community Health Sciences (completed January 2011) 

Thesis Topic: Does the model for end-stage liver disease accurately predict the occurrence of ninety-day 

wait-list mortality in Atlantic Canadian liver transplant candidates? A validation study 

 


